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LES, CHILDS bag awards in 
Elimination Math Challenge
Ayesha A. Hadjail

IPDM hosts interfaith dialogue
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 The Institute of Peace and Development 
in Mindanao (MSU-TCTO IPDM), through Director 
Said M. Alih, spearheaded an Islamic Interfaith 
Dialogue in support of the Bangsamoro Organic 
Law on January 10, 2019 at the Henry V. Kong 
Gymnasium. The event was in partnership with 
QUDWA, represented by its president, Dr. Radzma 
J. Jamiri, and was funded by United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP).

 The event aimed to present the concept 
and qualifications of a Wali, the head of the region 
in the proposed Bangsamoro Autonomous Region 
(BARMM), based on the perspectives of different 
Islamic studies from Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, the 
Shi’ah and the locally-based community Imam.
Community leaders, barangay officials and school 
employees attended the forum.

IPDM hosts forum on BOL in 
Zamboanga City, Prof. Alih is 
keynote speaker
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 Prof. Eddie M. Alih, former Chancellor of 
the Mindanao State University in Tawi-Tawi and 
now member of the recently formed Consultative 
Committee for Charter Change, was the keynote 
speaker in the “Convergence of the Civil Society 
Organizations and the Academe: Overcoming 
Bangsamoro Organic Law Choke Points with its 
Advantages.” It was a two-day event that started on 
January 17, 2019 at the Ever O Hotel in Zamboanga 
City.

 Prof. Alih also presented “Salient Points 
of the Bangsamoro Organic Law: Implications to 
Governance.”

 MSU-TCTO is the primary host of the 
event, spearheaded by the Institute for Peace 
and Development in Mindanao (MSU-TCTO IPDM) 
through Director Said M. Alih. It is in coordination 
with QUDWA and funded by the United Nations 
Development Program.

 The event is part of MSU Tawi-Tawi’s efforts 
in supporting lasting peace in Mindanao and the 
upcoming plebiscite of the Bangsamoro Organic 
Law next week. As a peace institution, Mindanao 
State University is fully committed to all actions 
that would support the cause for peace and 
development in Mindanao, and in the Philippines as 
a whole.

 The keynote speaker is a graduate of Master 
of Science in Rural Development Planning at Asian 
Institute of Technology in Bangkok, Thailand 
in 1980. He is the Executive Director of Muslim 
Upliftment Foundation of Tawi-Tawi, Inc from 1991 
to the present. He is the longest serving Chancellor 
of MSU - Tawi-Tawi. He was also a recipient of 
Gintong Dangal ng Dakilang Mindanaoans from the 
Global Development of Filipino Writers in 2009; 
one of the Ten Outstanding Public Servants in the 
ARMM awarded by the Civil Service Commission in 
2008; and a recipient of the Ramon Aboitiz Award 
for Exemplary Individual in Visayas and Mindanao 
from the Ramon Aboitiz Foundation, Inc. in 2003.  
The forum ended with a lively exchange of queries 
and insights from the participants and the resource 
speaker.

 Closing the event was Vice Chancellor 
Magsaysay Werble, emphasizing the need of 
cooperation in peace-building. “We should work 
hand-in-hand for peace and development,” VC 
Werble added.

NRK Team bags awards in the 4th 
Community Radio Awards
Ayesha A. Hadjail 

 Iloilo City --- Dr. Anabel A. Wellms, 
Station Manager of the 94.1 Nutriskwela Radyo 
Kasannangan, together with Mr. Rajiv Reiv Halirin, 
Program Manager and Mr. Reynante Langcuyan, 
Broadcast Technician, attended the 9th National 
Conference of the Nutriskwela Community Radio 
Network Program from January 15-17, 2019 at The 
Mansion Hotel, Iloilo City. The team bagged four 
awards during their 4th Community Radio Awards.

 The event held annually  aimed to gather the 
44 Nutriskwela community radio stations to discuss 
updates on nutrition, community broadcasting and 
share practices and concerns in managing and 
operating radio stations.

 Radyo Kasannangan is one of the 44 radio 
stations founded by the National Nutrition Council 
(NNC).

 It garnered the following awards:

1. Best Tarpaulin Presentation
   (Mr. Shamad J. Unding, 2nd time)
2. Best Writer
   (Ms. Vina Maddasali)
3. Best Technician
    (Mr. Reynante Langcuyan, 4th time)
4. Most Supportive Partner (4th time)

 The radio station was also nominated for 
the following awards:

1. Best Program Manager
2. Best Female Broadcaster
3. Best Special Coverage of Community Event
4. Best Sectoral Program (Airforce Kalasahan)
5. Most Active in Social Media and Internet
6. Best Original Nutrition Plug

 DepEd, Bongao (January 17) --- MSU-TCTO 
CDC-LES Grades 2 to 6 pupils ranked First Place 
in the 2019 Metrobank-DepEd Math Challenge 
Elimination Round.

 Participants of the MSU-TCTO CHILDS also 
bagged top ranks in the said event:

Grade 1 (2nd place); Grade 2 (3rd place); Grade 
3 (1st place); Grade 4 (3rd place); Grade 5 (3rd 
place); and Grade 6 (2nd place).
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Math challenge winners visit 
Chancellor Guinto-Sali
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 MSU Sanga-Sanga (February 22) ---- Grade 
6 pupils, Armil Upao and Noor Wahida Ambutong, 
visited the Office of the Chancellor.

 The students, from MSU CHILDS, were 
First Placers in the recently-concluded Metrobank 
MTAP-DepEd Math Challenge (Division Level). Held 
last February 7 and 8, the competition’s aim was 
to choose the representatives of Tawi-Tawi for the 
Regional Level Competition in March.

CHILDS celebrates Zero Waste 
Month
Ayesha A. Hadjail

Fatima Zahra. I. Elloh

 Ms. Angeli Monique G. Siladan, Project 
Manager of Qapwa, conducted a workshop on 
Photography and Writing in Tawi-Tawi last January 
19, 2019. A short orientation was held at the MSU-
TCTO American Corner.

 Qapwa is a digital storytelling platform that 
collects and publishes stories of Muslim Filipinos. 
Its mission is to change mindsets and start 
dialogues among groups to foster understanding 
and promote peace using stories.

 The participants interviewed some students 
and employees of the university and other 
community residents to collect stories. Chancellor 
Mary Joyce Z. Guinto-Sali was also interviewed by 
Ms. Siladan.

The activity aims to connect local communities 
by doing a Photowalk with young journalists from 
school publications in Bongao.

 Armil and Noor Wahida were accompanied 
by Ms. Almira Hadji, MSU CHILDS Principal, their 
coaches Mr. Rashidin Jiripa and Ms. Ruhilmina 
Sappayani and staff Mr. Najir Ahari.

 MSU CHILDS – Bongao (March 23) --- In 
celebration of the Zero Waste Month this January, 
the MSU-TCTO CHILDS spearheaded an activity to 
teach students how to reduce waste in school.

 The initiative is part of the starting 
campaign of the schools under the MSU-TCTO 
to reduce waste production, and in line with the 
environmental efforts of the university as a whole.

 “It is my prime duty to instill in the minds 
of our youth the importance of having a clean 
environment in so far as it would bring benefits 
or advantages to the community at large,” said 
Almira Hadji, Principal of CHILDS, in her message. 

 “Moreover, having them understand the 
very concept of cleanliness per se is one of the 
teachings of the deen that we represent, making 
them not only religiously aware of its benefits but 
more so to the positive effects it may bring to the 
entire community,” she added.

 The administration congratulated the MSU-
TCTO CHILDS, headed by Principal Almira Jaafar 
Amilbangsa Hadji for initiating this kind of activity.

OCEANeS joins the Zero Waste 
Month celebration
Fatima Zahra I. Elloh

 In celebration of the Zero Waste Month, the 
MSU-TCTO OCEANeS, headed by Dr. Richard Muallil, 
together with the Institute of Oceanography and 
Environmental Science and the SPECT Campaign 
conducted a Cleanup Drive at the Bud Bongao 
Forest Park, Tawi-Tawi on January 27, 2019.

 A team from the Marine Science Museum, 
headed by Dir. Rasul Sabal, Jaro H. Ajik II President 
of SSC , Sangguniang Bayan headed by Ms. Maria 
Vema C. Gaticales and other students of the 
university joined the activity.

MSU Tawi-Tawi attends EU-
ASEP 2019 orientation, Tawi-
Tawi receives P258M rural 
electrification programme 
through consortium project 
RETS
Datu Esma Mikee P. Maruhom

 MSU Tawi-Tawi, headed by Chancellor 
Guinto-Sali, attended the program Orientation of 
the EU-ASEP Projects at the Waterfront Hotel in 
Davao City on January 30, 2019.

 Together with Research Director Sitti Zayda 
Halun and Head Executive Assistant Alnasul Sali, 
Chancellor Guinto-Sali represented MSU Tawi-
Tawi as one of the implementing partners of the 
Renewable Energy Technology to Increase Added 
Value of Seaweeds in Tawi-Tawi (RETS). The project 
is led by United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) together with MSU Tawi-
Tawi, Mindanao Development Authority (MinDA), 
Provincial LGU of Tawi-Tawi, Bureau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources (BFAR-ARMM), Island Light 
and Water Foundation (ILAW), and the Tawi-Tawi 
Electric Cooperative (TAWELCO). 

 Project RETS is one of the seven chosen 
projects by European Union-Access to Sustainable 
Energy Programme (EU-ASEP) this year, out of 73 
applicants. It is expected to provide renewable 
energy resource to up to 5,000 households and water 
supply systems in Sibutu, Sitangkai, Tandubas, 
and Panglima Sugala municipalities. With the new 
energy source, seaweed farming communities are 
expected to increase their production and outputs, 
generating more income and employment for the 
residents in the area. 

 It is a 30-month project that will start by 
February 2019. Funding for the project will be at 
€4.3M (P 258M). It will surely boost the economy 
and livelihood opportunities of the island towns of 
Tawi-Tawi.

 RETS was presented earlier by Tonylin Lim 
of UNIDO Philippines. Present also with the team 
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Science High, LES and CHILDS 
bag awards in Division Math 
Challenge
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 DepEd Conference, Bongao (February 
7-8) --- MSU-TCTO Science High School, MSU-
TCTO Children Development Center - Laboratory 
Elementary School (CDC-LES) and Childhood 
Integrated Learning Development School (CHILDS) 
copped awards in the recently concluded Metrobank 
MTAP-DepEd Math Challenge 2019.

 The participants garnered the following 
awards: 

was Bai Norhata Alonto, Chief-of-Staff of MinDA, 
Mr. Ferdinand Noel Mison of the PLGU Tawi-Tawi, 
Ms. Habibiya Sangoyo, OIC-General Manager of 
TAWELCO, and officials from UNIDO.

 The EU-ASEP, the funder of the project, is 
a joint undertaking of the European Union and the 
Philippine Department of Energy (DOE). Through 
ASEP, the EU has allocated a grant of over PhP 3 
billion to assist the Government of the Philippines 
to meet its rural electrification targets by means 
of renewable energy, and to promote energy 
efficiency.

 As a focal sector for EU development 
in cooperation with the Philippines, the EU has 
earmarked a total of EURO 190 million out of an 
overall cooperation budget of EURO 325 million to 
the energy sector for the period 2014-2020.

CHILDS celebrates NAM
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 MSU – CHILDS (February 1) --- In line with 
the celebration of the National Arts Month (NAM), 
MSU-TCTO CHILDS hosted a program where pupils 
of all grade levels showcased Moro culture in Tawi-
Tawi.

 As part of the promotion of the country’s 
NAM celebration dubbed, “Ani ng Sining,” the 
program emphasized to the children the perspective 
of Islam regarding culture and the arts. Mr. Alnizar 
I. Hassan was the guest of honor and speaker. The 
program ended with presentations from the pupils, 
and a small ”Salu-salong Pinoy.”

 In her speech, Principal Almira Hadji shared 
the importance of art. “The MSU-CHILD School 
aims to share the rich and colorful heritage of arts 

in Tawi-Tawi. Art is a common language that binds 
diverse communities. Through promotion of arts 
within the purview of Islam, we hope to achieve 
mutual understanding and bring community 
together in a broader sense through peace and 
solidarity.” 

 “It is important because it brings people 
from different cultures, faiths and backgrounds 
together and share a day of learning, cooperation 
and festivity,” she added.

 The administration congratulated CHILDS 
Principal Almira Jaafar Amilbangsa Hadji for this 
initiative.

Team Tawi-Tawi attends capacity 
building workshop with DICT
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 MSU - Tawi-Tawi representatives Director 
Eduardo Alivio of the Planning and Management 
Office, Director Roland Casugod of the Information 
and Communications Technology Office, and Dean 
Joseph Andas of the Institute of Information 
and Communications Technology, attended the 
Capacity Development Workshop with the Tawi-
Tawi ICT Council during their Consultative Meeting 
last February 4, 2019 at Rachel’s Place in Bongao.

 The University received 7 units of computer 
sets and 1 Epson L-360 Printer from the Department 
of Information and Communications Technology.

 Local Government officials from Simunul, 
Sitangkai, Panglima Sugala, Mapun and Languyan 
were also graced the event.

Chancellor Guinto-Sali met the 
University Security Division 
personnel
Fatima Zahra I. Elloh

 Chancellor Guinto-Sali met the personnel 
of the University Security Division on February 6, 
2019. The security personnel put on their newly-
issued uniforms. They were provided 90 brand-new 
sets of uniforms and shoes during the ceremonial 
turn-over at the Conference Room of the Sabdani 
Bulante Hall on February 1, 2019.

This is part of the reorganization efforts and service 
upgrading of our Security Division in the Sanga-
Sanga and Bongao campuses.

Fatima Zahra I. Elloh

 The International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) in partnership with MSU-TCTO, 
conducted an “International Humanitarian Law 
(IHL) Student Activity” on February 7, 2019 at the 
Marine Science Museum.

 The program covered the ICRC activities 
in the Philippines, Introduction to Humanitarian 
Law or the Law of Armed Conflict (LOAC) and IHL 
through the Islamic Perspective. The ICRC team is 
headed by their Adviser, to the Head of Office ICRC 
Zamboanga, Mr. Gabriel Anthony Daclan.

 A number of officials, faculty members, 
staff and students of the university were present 
during the event.

Science High School:
Grade 7 - First placer (Scherizna R. Managola and 
Albashri Hamja);
Grade 8 - First Placer (Khalil Rahman Ailani and 
Khalil Yusof D. Amil);
Grade 9 - Second Placer (Johana B. Hamdan and 
Moh’d Naim T. Amin); and
Grade 10 - First Placer (Ar-rahman Sabal and Mashra 
Amilhassan)

TCTO IHLICRC
C
o
n
d
u
c
t
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Peace be with Youth activity 
held
Alvarez S. Sala

 Peace be with Youth, an activity under the 
Path To Peace, was held last February 8-9 at the 
Integrated Fisheries Training Center. Path To Peace 
(P2P) is a program funded by the US Embassy and 
under the supervision of Mr. Abmel I. Immid.

RETS Project formally launched
Datu Esma Mikee P. Maruhom

 Manila (February 13) --- The Renewable 
Energy Technology to Increase Value-Added of 
Seaweeds in Tawi-Tawi or RETS, was formally 
launched in a ceremony at New World Hotel in 
Manila. It is also a project inception event for all 
the partner organizations of the project. Ayesha A. Hadjail

 The Crème de la Crème Recognition Program 
was held on February 15, 2019 to honor students 
with exemplary academic performance for the first 
semester, A.Y. 2018-2019.

 Officials of the University graced the event. 
Representing Vice Chancellor Benecito Maratas 
was Dean Anabel A. Wellms, who congratuted the 
awardees and encouraged them to strive even 
harder.

 Chancellor Guinto-Sali in her message to 
the honorees, emphasized the importance of their 
hard work, determination and perseverance. 

 “You reaped what you have sown. After 
excruciatingly painful periods of juggling schedules 
for studying, taking endless quizzes and exams, 
doing requirements, writing reports and term 
papers and a lot of extracurricular activities, this is 

CHILDS:
Grade 1 - 3rd placer (Osayeid Abubakar and Osayd 
Arabani);
Grade 2 - 1st placer (Fatima Arnilza Hasim and 
Vinyasher Arabani);
Grade 3 - 2nd placer (Ayeschzia Pearl Insail and 
Hujimaizer Alibasa);
Grade 4 - 2nd placer (Al-Shameer Zhaid Lastam 
and Ahmed Abduraheem Sabal); and
Grade 5 - 3rd placer (Yinjhymar Arabani and Noor 
Baya Ambutong)
Grade 6 - 1st placer (Armil Upao and Noor Wahida 
Ambutong)

CDC-LES:
Grade 2 - 3rd placer (Yusef R. Managola and Al-
Zeddic S. Miguel);
Grade 3 - 1st Placer (Fatima Zhaira V. Jumianjang 
and Yasser A. Jaafar);
Grade 4 - 1st placer (Amil Khalid N. Indin and 
Ameer Jibril V. Jumianjang);
Grade 5 - 1st placer (Chadrick S. Muallil and 
Mareeya Ulfa A. Kamdon); and
Grade 6 - 2nd placer (Fatimah H. Mohammad and 
Ashley Haira D. Lando)

The administration congratulated the principals, 
teachers, coaches and the participants for soaring 
high in the competition.

 Peace be with Youth is the flagship program 
of the P2P and aims to enhance creative thinking 
among young leaders about conflict, time and 
project management.  It is a project directed to 
pool youth energy towards community building 
and as a measure to counter violent extremism. 

 The activity was in partnership with the 
Supreme Student Council and was attended by 
leaders of student organizations.

 Project RETS is a P258 million rural 
electrification project funded by the European 
Union - Access to Sustainable Energy Programme 
(EU-ASEP) for the towns of Tandubas, Sitangkai, 
Sibutu and Panglima Sugala. With the expected 
renewable energy source, the seaweed production 
is expected to increase, generating income and 
employment for the locals in the area.

 The Project is a consortium of the Mindanao 
Development Authority (MinDA), MSU Tawi-Tawi, 

now the awesomely exhilarating moment to savor 
the recognition of belonging to the ‘crème de la 
crème,’ the stratospheric level of the best of the 
crop.”

 “You have to continue to dream big and 
hold on to your dreams even if the road is bumpy. 
Remember, when the going gets tough, the tough 
gets going,” the Chancellor added.

 The President and Chancellor’s Listers 
received a certificate, a medal and P1,500 and 
P1,000, respectively. The Dean’s Listers received a 
certificate of recognition.

 Leading last semester’s honorees was 
Ms. Nahdiyya H. Nuruddin. “Let us congratulate 
ourselves for we made a great deal of difference. 
It is not easy to be on the list but Alhamdulillah 
here we are now. This is because of the sacrifices 
and hard work that we have done during the first 
semester,” Ms. Nuruddin added, “Sabi nga nila, 
mahirap ang ipinanganak sa pamilyang mahirap, 
pero pinakamahirap ang taong walang pangarap.”

United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO), the Provincial Government of Tawi-Tawi, 
Tawi-Tawi Electric Cooperative (TAWELCO), Island 
Light and Water Foundation (ILAW) and the Bureau 
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR-ARMM). 

 Chancellor Mary Joyce Guinto-Sali 
represented MSU Tawi-Tawi during the ceremony 
along with other heads and representatives of the 
different organizations of the consortium.

 Ms. Nuruddin is taking up Bachelor of 
Secondary Education major in English, and 
garnered a GPA of 1.17.

 The President’s, Chancellor’s and Dean’s 
listers have garnered a GPA of 1.0-1.20, 1.21-1.45 
and 1.46-1.75, respectively.
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Ideas Positive young leaders visit the 
Office of the Chancellor
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 MSU - Sanga-Sanga (March 8) --- Ian Patrick S. Jaudinez 

and Abdel-Aziz A. Ballon, senators of the Supreme Student 

Council, with Mr. Alfred Dicto and Mr. Nicolas Arvin Chiong, 

representatives of the Ideas Positive, paid a courtesy call at 

the Office of the Chancellor. They were accompanied by DSA 

Director Alcyn Bakkang and SSC President Jaro Ajik II.

 After a series of rigorous screenings and deliberation, 

the teams of Ian Patrick and Abdel-Aziz were among the 14 

National Finalists of Ideas Positive Run 9 with the projects “Boheh 

ma Paropdop” and “Kahapan Baran Project,” respectively.

 Ideas Positive (IP) is the Philippine’s premier youth 

engagement program for healthier communities.

SHS students complete training 
on post-harvest fisheries tech
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 MSU Sanga-Sanga (March 10) --- Twenty-
two senior high school students of Tandubas School 
of Fisheries and Tawi-Tawi West Coast Agricultural 
High School of Languyan were given certificates for 
successfully completing their five-day training on 
Post-Harvest Fisheries Technology which started 
last March 6, 2019.

 The training is a collaborative effort 
between Dean Jurma A. Tikmasan of the College 
of Fisheries, and Principals Dr. Benhar J. Idris and 
Mr. Abdelnaser U. Idjiran of the Tandubas School 
of Fisheries and Tawi-Tawi West Coast Agricultural 
High School, respectively. The 1st training was 
held last February 2018.

 Armil and Noor Wahida were accompanied 
by their coach, Mr. Rashidin Mohammad Jiripa 
during the event. Armil represented the individual 
category.

 Dean Tikmasan expressed her gratitude to 
the trainees and the principals for continuing the 
collaboration. She also hoped that the knowledge 
gained from the training will be applied in the 
schools. “I am looking forward to have more 
collaborations in the future,” she ended.

 The principals also expressed their 
appreciation to MSU-TCTO, especially to COF, for 
giving their students the opportunity to learn new 
knowledge and skills about post-harvest fisheries 
technology. 

 “Thank you, College of Fisheries, for 
accepting us for the second time,” Principal Idris 
said in his message. He also told the participants 
that they can do business out of this training. 

 “Just remember the important concepts 
and procedures to produce safe and quality 
products,” Principal Idris added as he emphasized 
the importance of the training.

 As outputs of the five-day training, the 
participants were able to produce several different 
fishery products. The administration congratulated 
the participants and the College of Fisheries for the 
successful trainings. 

 In the five-day training, the participants 
learned post-harvest handling and processing like 
icing, chilling, thermal processing of fish and other 
fishery products. They were also taught traditional 
methods of fish processing; food safety; guidelines 
for safe food preparation, product packaging and 
labelling; seaweeds processing like seaweed jam, 
pickled seaweeds and seaweed noodles; product 
formulation in fish imbutido, fish/squid/crab 
balls, fish sausage and spicy dilis; bottling in oil 
and herring in Spanish and sardine styles, and 
canning of curried spider conch; processing fish 
cracker, carbonara with tuna, seaweed puto, and 
fish burger; preparation and presentation of all 
products produced, and product labelling. 

MSU-TCTO faculty joins peace 
education capacity building
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 Prof. Fauzia K. Sali-Latif and Dr. Mona-Allea 
L. Matolo of the College of Education attended the 
“Peace Educational Capacity- Building Workshop 
for Philippine College of Education” conducted by 
the Miriam College’s Center for Peace Education, 
with the support of the United Board. It was held 
at the ESI Conference Room, Miriam College in 
Quezon City from March 20-22, 2019.

 The workshop is in preparation for the 
offering of Peace Education as one of the subjects 
to be included in the curriculum of the College of 
Education.

CHILDS pupils rank 3rd place in 
regional Math challenge
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 Cotabato City --- Grade 6 pupils Armil Upao 
and Noor Wahida Ambutong bagged the 3rd Place, 
both in individual and team categories, in the 
recently concluded 2019 Metrobank MTAP-DepEd 
Math Challenge Regional Level held on March 1, 
2019.
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Ayesha A. Hadjail

 MSU - Sanga-Sanga (March 9) ---With the 
aim of promoting health and wellness program 
in the campus, the Zumbeyang (A Zumba for 
all) was held as the opening program of the 
university's celebration of the National Women's 
Month. It was spearheaded by the Gender and 
Development Office headed by its Focal Person, and 
concurrent Campus Secretary, Warda H. Hadjirul.
A number of employees and students of the 
university were present during the event. The 
program was followed by the Minute to Win It game.
 
 On March 15, 2019, the second part 
of Zumbayeng was held at MSU-TCTO Datu 
Amirbahar Convention Center participated in by 
employees and students in the Bongao Campus.

 The GAD Office thanked Budget Director 
Freddy Julkanain, Director Eduardo Alivio, the hostel 
personnel, the OIPP and the Production Team, the 
Security Division personnel, ROTC students, and 
other people involved for success of the event.

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 One of the highlights of the celebration 
of the National Women’s Month was the Islamic 
Symposium on the Rights and Roles of Women in 
the Society held on March 22, 2019 at the Henry 
V. Kong Gymnasium. This was a collaborative 
effort of the Office of Gender and Development, 
the College of Islamic and Arabic Studies and the 
Muslim Students Association.
 It was a fruitful one-morning talk with 
issues and topics discussed by two of the 
provincial Islamic scholars. The first speaker was 
the provincial Mufti, Ustadz Abdulwahid Inju, who 

ZumbeyangZumbeyang
Zumba for All

GAD holds

Ayesha A. Hadjail
 A number of students and some faculty 
members and staff of the university watched the 
Sine Karandahan offering “Hidden Figures” held on 
March 15, 2019 at the Henry V. Kong Gymnasium.
Hidden Figures is a 2016 American biographical 
drama film directed by Theodore Melfi and written 
by Melfi and Allison Schroeder.

 It is based on the story of a team of 
extremely gifted and talented female African-
American mathematician who played a vital role in 
the early years of the US space program of NASA 
while dealing with the prevalent racist policies 
then.

 The Sine Karandahan is part of the MSU-
TCTO GAD's celebration of the National Women's 
Month.

tackled the precious rights of women such as the 
right to study Islamic education, the right to seek 
and share knowledge about Islam, the right to 
claim legacy from a departed husband, the right 
to receive mahar (dowry) on her wedding, and 
the right to have a comfortable life. The second 
speaker was the Provincial chaplain, Ustadz Haidit 
Astarani, who expounded on the roles of women. 
He cited several experts from the Holy Qur’an as 
proof of the basic roles of women as a daughter 
to her parents, a wife to her husband, and as a 
mother to her children.

 The administration thanked the lecturers, 
invited guests, and the working committee who 
contributed for the successful conduct of the event.

GAD shows

Sine Karandahan

Islamic SymposiumIslamic Symposium
GAD conducted

on Rights and Roles of Women
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IOES celebrates its 24th founding 
anniversary, holds environmental 
awareness forum
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 MSU Sanga-Sanga (March 19) --- One of 
the activities of the Institute of Oceanography 
and Environmental Science for its 24th founding 
anniversary was the Environmental Awareness 
Forum with its theme “Marine and Environmental 
Science Research and Conservation for Global 
Excellence.” The forum highlighted the latest 
issues and developments on the environment and 
the ecosystem in order for people to protect and 
conserve natural resources.

 “IOES is moving towards excellence in 
Marine and Environmental Sciences”, Dean Dr. 
Sheriffa Andas said in her opening remarks. She 
also thanked Chancellor Guinto-Sali for the support 
given to IOES.

who, despite setbacks and frustrations, in the 
struggle to make a difference in our collective 
efforts to fix what’s wrong with our environment, 
ensure that the future generation can still partake 
of Mother Nature’s beneficence.”

 She also added that the efforts should 
not be limited only to scientific investigation and 
researches. “There is an urgent need to reach out 
to the roots. Hammer into the heads of skeptical or 
indifferent local folks the gravity of the ecological 
crisis. It is an uphill struggle, but we need to toil 
with doggone determination.”

 The major topics of the forum included 
marine biodiversity, species community, 
environmental science, conservation management 
and environmental education and governance.

 Dr. Filemon Romero of the Protect 
Wildlife, talked on “Tawi-Tawi Protected Species 
and Observance of Wildlife Act” and Ms. Maria 
Vema Gaticales on “Updates on Bongao’s ESWM 
(Ecological Solid Waste Management) Program 
Implementation.”

 The anniversary celebrations of the IOES are 
highlighted with different team building activities 
participated in by the students of the university.

 On the first day, students actively 
participated in the academic and semi-academic 
contests such as quiz show, display of upcycled/
recycled materials, poster and dish-garden 
making. These promoted camaraderie, exchange 
of ideas, talent showcasing, sportsmanship, and 
team building among the students.

 The second day highlighted the MSU-
TCTO’s commitment as a catalyst of change for the 
betterment of the environment. They conducted 
the Coastal Cleanup and Scubasurero participated 
in by YCAP students of the different colleges 
together with SAF, LGU and other agencies. The 
Scubasurero involved OCEANEs, Research Office, 
Marine Science Museum, MSU-TCTO alumni, and 
PADI divers.

 Chancellor Mary Joyce Z. Guinto-Sali in 
her message said, “It is with pride and joy that 
I address this congregation of ecological warriors 

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 MSU - Sanga-Sanga (February 21) ---- 
The administration has been very supportive in 
addressing the college’s needs in terms of facility 
upgrading. Today the Institute of Oceanography 
and Environmental Sciences (IOES) science 
laboratory room was inaugurated. The repair cost 
P900, 000 and was finished last December 2018.

 The administration also purchased 
equipment amounting to P1.8M for the Marine 
Biology and Environmental Science students 
scheduled to arrive within the early part of the 
year.

 Speaking before officials, faculty members 
and students during the unveiling ceremony, 
IOES Dean Dr. Sheriffa Andas thanked Chancellor 
Guinto-Sali for the efforts she exerted to improve 
MSU-TCTO. 

 “We are lucky to have Chancellor Mary Joyce 
Guinto-Sali at MSU-TCTO, Kasama na po kasi ang 
IOES sa mga improvement na ginawa nya. I know 
there will be a lot more to come,” Dean Dr. Andas 
said in her message.

 Prof. Tehane T. Aliaza, faculty member of 
IOES, also thanked the university administration 
who painstakingly endeavored to make this dream 
laboratory a reality.

IOES 
rehabilitated and upgraded facilitie unveiled
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New books to support every 
child's dream
Datu Esma Mikee P. Maruhom

 "Let us remember: One book, one pen, 
one child, and one teacher can change the world."

 Pakistani activist and Nobel peace laureate 
Malala Yousafzai, known for her advocacy for ed-
ucation, said those lines. Education is not a one-
man job, but it needs community involvement.

 Recognizing the need for more educational 
materials and books for the students of MSU Ta-
wi-Tawi, the administration has embarked on an 
unprecedented move of updating and filling up 
the library shelves of the schools under its care. 
This is in-line with the university's vision of pro-
viding quality education and instruction to the 
students, knowing that a firm learning foundation 
is always aided by good, relevant and up-to-date 
books for the students to use in their classes.
 
 Since the start of Chancellor Guinto-Sali's 
stewardship of the university, the procurement 
of books and other instructional materials has 
been a top priority. So far, data from the Univer-
sity Library shows that a total of P 15,719,644.75 
has been spent in updating library acquisitions.
 
 With that amount, the administration was 
able to purchase 30,939 books under 614 differ-
ent titles. The books were for the use of the un-
dergraduate students (963 books in 206 titles), 
junior high school (7,675 books in 63 titles), sen-
ior high school (7,487 books in 85 titles), and 
the MSU - CDC-LES (9,080 books in 133 titles) 
and MSU - CHILDS (5,734 books in 127 titles).
 
 More books are expected to 
be purchased this year for the differ-
ent TCTO units and the University Library.

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 MSU - Sanga-Sanga (March 20) --- 
Chancellor Mary Joyce Z. Guinto-Sali was as the 
guest speaker and inducting officer of the MSU-
TCTO Graduate School Alumni Association 1st 
Induction Ceremony of the newly elected officers. 
Its theme “An Agent for Peace, Unity in Diversity 
through Progressive and Inclusive Socio-Economic 
Development,” is highly relevant to the pressing 
concerns of the country. This is where the Graduate 
School alumni come in to help in the resolution of 
these issues.

 Mr. Rino J. Sajili, the president of the 
GSAA, opened the program expressing his grateful 
felicitations. “This event promotes camaraderie 
among alumni; the theme speaks of the happenings 
in the society,” he said in his message.

 In her message, Chancellor Guinto-Sali 
said, “We are proud of the high-quality alumni 
the Graduate School has produced for the past 
decades, who are now in prestigious high echelons 
in both public and private institutions or are 
successful entrepreneurs. But we are prouder still 
if these alumni have felt the social responsibility to 
pay back through engagement in various programs 
and activities to raise the level of the quality of 
life for the vulnerable, underrepresented and 
disenfranchised sectors of the society.”

 Chancellor Guinto-Sali also emphasized 

that regardless of faith, capability and ethnicity 
and diverse socioeconomic and ethnolinguistic 
backgrounds, there is always an endeavor to find 
the common denominator to achieve unity in 
plurality.

 “As MSU-TCTO alumni, you are veritable 
change agents in your communities. You should 
innovate and adapt to keep present modes of 
leadership and delivery of social services attuned 
to the demands of the frenetic changes of the 21st 
century,” she said.

Chancellor Guinto-Sali inducts new  GSAA officers

 She ended her speech by motivating, 
inspiring and challenging the alumni. Quoting 
Friedrich Nietzsche, she said, “He who has the 
reason why, can bear almost any how. So you must 
have a high sense of purpose and high motivation.”

 “Remember, when the going gets tough, 
the tough gets going. So keep working for peace 
which can only be attained if we conscientiously 
strive for an inclusive, equitable and progressive 
growth and progress,” she ended.

 Together with other officials, Executive 
Assistant Alnasul Sali, Assistant Vice Chancellor 
Jeffrey Yasin Noor, Budget Director Freddy 
Julkanain, Dean Dr. Wilham Hailaya, Chancellor 
Guinto-Sali congratulated Dean Dr. Elvinia Alivio 
and the Graduate School Alumni Association for 
organizing this event. She also invited the alumni 
to attend the Golden Jubilee celebration in August.

CHILDS celebrates Global Money 
Week
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 The MSU-TCTO CHILDS, headed by its 
principal, Prof. Almira A. Hadji,  celebrated the 
Global Money Week with an aim to instill the 
importance of saving and managing money wisely 
in the minds of children. The celebration was held 
from March 25 to 29, 2019 at the MSU CHILDS 
campus. It concluded with a series of activities 
including the visit to the administration offices 
especially the Office of the Vice Chancellor for 
Administration and Finance and the Accounting 
Office where the pupils were given a short lecture 
on budgeting and managing money wisely.

 Global Money Week (GMW), which includes 
a Child and Youth Finance Initiative (CYFI), is an 
annual financial awareness campaign built to 

inspire children and young people to learn about 
money matters, livelihood and entrepreneurship.

 GMW’s goal is to engage children and youth 
to be empowered economic citizens, capable 
of understanding the importance of saving and 
equipped with the skills to be employed and create 
their own livelihoods.
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Ayesha A. Hadjail

 The Language Department of the College 
of Arts and Sciences hosted the University's 11th 
Reading Festival with the theme "Your future...just 
a book away." It was a two-day event held on Feb-
ruary 17-18 2019.

 The Interschool Speech Choir Competition 
for Elementary level kicked off the fest at the Hen-
ry V. Kong Gymnasium.

 There were nine participating schools, 
namely: MSU-TCTO Childhood Integrated Learn-
ing Development School (CHILDS), Simandagit El-
ementary School, MSU-TCTO Child Development 
Center - Laboratory Elementary School (CDC-LES), 
Salamat Elementary School, Hadji Yunus Elemen-
tary School, Datu Halun Laboratory School, Bon-
gao Discovery School, Panglima Arasia Elementary 
School and Mahardika Institute of Technology Ele-
mentary School.

 Mahardika Institute of Technology Elemen-
tary School bagged the championship followed by 
Bongao Discovery School and MSU-TCTO CDC-LES, 
respectively.

 For the secondary level, there were seven 
participating schools, namely; MSU-TCTO Science 
High School, Pagasinan National High School, Ta-
wi-Tawi School of Arts and Trade, Mahardika Insti-
tute of Technology Senior High School Department, 
Boloboc Science and Technology High School, Ta-
wi-Tawi School of Fisheries and MSU-TCTO Pre-
paratory High School.

 Tawi-Tawi School of Arts and Trade copped 
the championship followed by MSU-TCTO Prepara-
tory High School and Tawi-Tawi School of Fisheries.
For the tertiary level, Tawi-Tawi Regional Agri-
cultural College bested MSU-TCTO Sanga-Sanga, 
Mahardika Institute of Technology College Depart-
ment and Philippine Last Frontier College Inc. 

 The 11th Reading Festival Intra-school com-
petition highlights were jazz chant, spoken poetry, 
and storytelling. It also had a float parade/parade 

of characters/motorcade and book exhibits or pho-
to booth in the morning.

 The Reading Festival is an annual activity 
hosted by the Language Department of the College 
of Arts and Sciences of MSU-TCTO. It is part of the 
University’s celebration of the National Arts Month. 
This activity was pioneered by the College of Arts 
and Sciences dean, Dr. Anabel A. Wellms in 2008 
which aimed to instill the importance of reading in 
the minds of the learners. 

 With immense pride and honor, the Min-
danao State University - Tawi-Tawi College of Tech-
nology and Oceanography commended all the par-
ticipants to the different categories of this year's 
11th Reading Festival. 
 
 Chancellor Guinto-Sali lauded the CAS Dean 
Dr. Wellms, whose stern but loving stewardship 
pioneered the Reading Festival, and the faculty 
members of the Language Department headed by 
Dr. Mona Froida M. Langoh.
 
 Representing the Chancellor was Prof. Fau-
zia K. Sali-Latif of the College of Arts and Scienc-
es; “It is through academic contests like this In-
ter-School Choir Competition that reading skills of 
the young are honed, and their interest fired up. 
With the friendly competition, they enhance their 
reading competence and develop values of fair-
ness, sportsmanship, graciousness and humility,” 
she said in her speech, emphasizing the impor-
tance of the reading festival.

TCTO celebrates Arts Month through Reading Festival
Rasquero trains future 
homestay providers on house-
keeping
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 Simunul, Tawi-Tawi --- Quest for Love Ta-
wi-Tawi trainees for the Homestay Housekeeping 
Training were introduced to the importance of up-
keep maintenance in one's house or in a lodging 
establishment. 
 
 The Homestay Project is one of the pro-
grams of the Quest for Love, in partnership with 
the Mindanao State University in Tawi-Tawi and 
the Simunul Municipal Government, to provide 
tourists with home-based accommodation services 
in Simunul, Tawi-Tawi.

 Ms. Maria Theresa Rasquero, a TESDA 
trainer and instructor at Mahardika Institute of 
Technology, served as the resource person for the 
3-day training that started on February 17, 2019. 
She gave a short talk to pre-selected, participating 
homeowners and caretakers on housekeeping for 
homestay preparation.

  She also discussed the types of house-
keeping, equipment and supplies, other related 
subjects and how to maintain best accommodation 
on the first day of the training.

 On the second day, the trainees engaged 
in hands-on activity, where they were tasked to 
memorize the cleaning materials and how they are 
used in housekeeping. The do's and don'ts were 
also introduced.

 On the actual assessment of the homestay 
trainees, they were divided to three area clusters: 
Barangays Tubig-Indangan, Tonggusung, and Mon-
gkay, to perform different housekeeping works 
such as bed make-up procedures, proper cleaning, 
dealing with guests upon room service and other 
related tasks.

 At the end of the training, the trainees were 
given certificates for successfully completing the 
training. The Simunul Municipal Tourism Office and 
barangays' officials were present during the closing 
program. They expressed their appreciation to the 
trainer and organizers because of the potential it 
could bring to Simunul's tourism.

MSU Tawi-Tawi delegates, pres-
ent papers at ICOMSA 2019
Datu Esma Mikee P. Maruhom

 The International Conference on Marine 
Science and Aquaculture, commonly known to as 
the ICOMSA, was held at the Magellan Sutera Har-
bour Resort in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah from March 
12-14, 2019. The conference, which started in 2003 
and hosted by the Universiti Sabah Malaysia, is in-
ternationally known for gathering marine and aq-
uaculture experts in Southeast Asia, with UMS be-
ing a leading institution through its Borneo Marine 
Research Institute.

 ICOMSA's theme this year was "Marine Bi-
odiversity for Sustainable Management of Aqua-
culture and Ecosystem Services." According to its 
website, the conference focused on global rele-
vance and particularly where marine ecosystem 
services play a significant role in socio-economic 
development, aquaculture industry and seafood 
security, while the program was structured to in-
clude papers dealing with overcoming the chal-
lenges through innovative solutions. The keynote 
speakers were Dr. Ahemad Sade, Sabah's Director 
for the Department of Fisheries, and Dr. Alfredo 
Olivera Galvez, Professor of Fisheries and Aquacul-
ture at the Federal Rural University of Pernambuco 
in Brazil.

 Chancellor Mary Joyce Guinto-Sali present-
ed a paper entitled, "Community-based Ecotourism 
as a Sustainable Development Option for Tawi-Ta-
wi, Southern Philippines," while OCEANeS Direc-
tor Richard Muallil's presentation was "Tawi-Tawi, 
Southern Philippines: The Heart of the Coral Trian-
gle for Commercially Important Coral Reef Fishes." 
Research Director Sitti Zayda Halun presented the 
findings of the research "Seagrass Ecosystems as 
a Significant Carbon Stock in Island Ecosystems of 
Southwestern Philippines."
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CCP-CED brings Panaghabi to 
MSU - Tawi-Tawi

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 Bongao, Tawi-Tawi (February 20) The Cultur-
al Center of the Philippines' Cultural Exchange De-
partment (CCP-CEd) presented a performance series 
during one of its outreach programs titled Ugnayan 
sa Sining: Regional Collaborations, Community Ex-
changes, and Tours in MSU Tawi-Tawi. 

 It is a Mindanao Collaborative Performance 
with the production of PANAGHABI: Weaving Min-
danao's Triumphs of Life featuring some of the most 
prominent artists and groups from Southern Philip-
pines - the RMMC Teatro Ambahanon (General San-
tos), Mebuyan (Davao), MSU Kabpapagariya Ensem-
ble (General Santos), Sining Kambayoka Ensemble 
(Marawi), Helobung Cultural Troupe (Lake Sebu), and 
Bayang Barrios (Agusan del Sur).

 PANAGHABI's concept is based on Mindanao's 
rich culture and heritage which are manifested 
through its folk lives, folk ways, customs, and tra-
ditions that are not only true in the past but are still 
evident in the present. PANAGHABI is written and 
directed by Mr. Hobart P. Savior, Director of Xavier 
Center for Culture and the Arts and the Xavier Stage 
of the Xavier University - Ateneo de Cagayan.

 MSU-TCTO's own Tambuli Cultural Dance 
Troupe also performed during the show showcasing 
the dances of the Tawi-Tawi group of islands. 
Officials, faculty members, staff and students of the 
university and from other schools in Tawi-Tawi wit-
nessed the event.

 PANAGHABI is part of the university's Gold-
en Jubilee activities and CCP's 40th year of outreach 
programs.

Academic Council approves
graduation candidates' list, 530 
expected to receive their diplomas

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 Five hundred thirty students (530) were 
approved as candidates for graduation this year 
by the Campus Academic Council in its meeting 
on March 28, 2019.

They came from the following colleges: 
Graduate Studies - 34; 
College of Arts and Sciences - 216;
College of Education - 176;
College of Fisheries - 49;
College of Islamic and Arabic Studies - 20;
Institute of Oceanography and Environmental 
Science - 28; and
Institute of Information and Communications 
Technology - 7.

 Fifteen graduates of the first semester 
are expected to join the commencement cere-
monies.
 
 Their graduation was confirmed, in ab-
sencia, by the University President during the 
presentation of candidates for graduation in the 
Midyear Commencement Exercises of the Min-
danao State University - Marawi City early this 
year.

Chancellor Guinto-Sali joins the 
Tawi-Tawi Provincial Women 
Council’s Culmination Activity of 
the Women’s Month celebration
Mardella M. Aming, AB English Student

Solar-powered lights formally 
installed in Simunul
Nur-Mukin A Usman, OCEANeS

 The Team OCEANeS successfully installed 
the solar-powered street lights donated by Mr. Ilac 
Diaz of Liter of Light to Simunul, Tawi-Tawi. The 

 Datu Amirbahar Jaafar Convention Center 
(March 23) --- Chancellor Mary Joyce Z. Guinto-Sali 
was the keynote speaker in the culmination activity 
of the province-wide Women’s Month celebration 
organized by the Tawi-Tawi Provincial Women’s 
Council headed by its Chairperson, Hja. Jumda A. 
Sali.

 “It is with pride and elation that I address 
this gathering in celebration of women [and of who 
we are] throughout the world,” the Chancellor said 
in her speech. She went on to say that “women 
in the past and even in the present have made 
great strides in our struggle for gender equality in 
the workplace, in the community and at home. But 
sadly, old habits die hard, if they die at all. It is still 
a male-dominated world and in many cases, us, 
women, receive the shorthand.”

 She further stated that women who chose 
to be housewives should not be snubbed or looked 
down upon for there is nothing ‘plain’ in being 
one. “Dapat hindi natin nila-‘lang’ ang pagiging 
housewife kasi, in fact, tayong mga kababaihan 
magaling tayo sa multitasking. We are wives to our 
respective partners, we are friends to our family, 
we are doctors, we are nurses, labandera tayo, 
cook, economist, minsan carpenter at minsan 
naman boxing referee ng mga anak natin na 
nagsusuntukan,” she said.

 As for the political participation of women, 
she made example of the leadership ability of 
the world’s youngest female leader, the Prime 
Minister of New Zealand Jacinda Ardern who ruled 
and managed her country at 36 years old. The 
Chancellor shared her personal journey on how 
difficult it is to run for a post if you are a woman 
and much more if you are young.

 Quoting John A. Shedd, she said, “A ship in 
harbor is safe – but that is not what ships are built 
for. Take risks, do not be afraid, and set sail.”

 She also explained how strong women are 
as leaders and partners. “We have broken the 
glass ceiling. We have proven that we women are 
effective leaders and partners of our respective 
partners.”

items were equally distributed to three barangays, 
namely: Tong-gusung, Maruwa and Mongkay on 
March 31, 2019. The installation was inaugurated 
and graced by the Vice Mayor of Simunul, Hon. 
Wasilah Abdurahman.

 A short program was hosted by team 
OCEANeS which was participated in by the three 
selected barangays. The participants expressed 
their gratitude to the organizers. Some groups 
performed the pangalay and other native dances. 
A raffle-draw was conducted and some solar-
powered splash-proof mini lights were given to 
lucky fisherfolks. Then a countdown for the lighting 
of the solar-powered lights was done. As soon as 
the lights were switched on, the people started to 
roar and applaud for sheer happiness. All the solar-
powered lights functioned well and the fishing 
villages of the three barangays were lit up for the 
first time.
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 She ended her speech by inspiring and 
empowering women. “We should not be afraid to 
try new things, to get out of our comfort zones and 
step into our courage zones. This time we should 
make change work for women, in solidarity, we 
continue our battle for women empowerment and 
liberation.”

 The National Women’s Month Celebration, 
held every March, is part of the worldwide 
observance of the International Women’s Day 
(IWD). With the theme “We Make Change Work 
for Women”, which shall be used from 2017-2022, 
highlights the empowerment of women as active 
contributors to and claimholders of development 
(pcw.gov.ph).

Chancellor Guinto-Sali heads re-
search team visit to Scotland's 
ocean renewable energy centers
Datu Esma Mikee P. Maruhom

 Chancellor Mary Joyce Guinto-Sali, together 
with Director Alnasul Sali (Head Executive Assis-
tant), Dr. Sitti Zayda Halun (Research Director), 
and Dr. Richard Muallil (Continuing Education and 
Extension Services Director), recently finished a 
study tour in the United Kingdom's foremost ma-
rine energy sites in order to raise awareness and 
gain firsthand information of different marine en-
ergy projects. 

 The trip, made possible by Aquatera and 
OceanPixel, included visits to various marine en-
ergy devices used such as wave energy converters 
and tidal energy machines, meeting with renowned 
global marine energy experts, and understanding 
strategies in developing marine energy sites. 

 The team also joined other leading marine 
energy experts during the Symposium on Global 
Market Opportunities for Marine Renewable Energy 
at Edinburgh, Scotland. It was followed by another 
site visit in the Orkney Islands.

 The sites visited during the study tour, apart 
from OceanPixel and Aquatera, were Orcades Ma-
rine, European Marine Energy Centre and Fall of 
Warness (EMEC test site), Herriot Watt University, 
Green Marine, ScotRenewables, Hatson Pier, and 
Lyness. 
 Upon arrival from the tour, Chancellor Mary 
Joyce Guinto-Sali said that strong ties are now 

FMSA holds general assembly, 
elects new officers 
Fatima Zahra I. Elloh

 The Federation of Muslim Students Associ-
ation of MSU - Tawi-Tawi held its 4th General As-
sembly at the Henry V. Kong Gymnasium on Febru-
ary 25, 2019. Along with the General Assembly was 
a turnover of Imarah and the Election of its new set 
of officers.

 The program was attended by the FMSA 
chapters in Bongao, namely; MSU-TCTO Prepara-
tory High School, Notre Dame of Bongao, Tawi-Ta-
wi School of Arts and Trade, Tawi-Tawi School of 
Fisheries, Mahardika Institute of Technology - Jun-
ior High School Department, MSU-TCTO Science 
High School, Notre Dame of Bongao - Senior High 
School Department, Mahardika Institute of Tech-
nology - Senior High School Department , MSU-TC-
TO Senior High School Department, MSU-TCTO 
Sanga-Sanga, Mahardika Institute of Technology 
- College Department and Tawi-Tawi Regional Agri-
cultural College.

Dr. Liao visits MSU - Tawi-Tawi
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 MSU Sanga-Sanga (February 25) --- Prof. 
Lawrence M. Liao, Ph.D., visited the Mindanao 
State University - Tawi-Tawi College of Technology 
and Oceanography and delivered a lecture enti-
tled "Dead Men Tell no Tales but Dead Plants Do: 
Herbarium Specimens Provide Clues about recent 
Environmental Changes" at the Marine Science 
Museum.

 Dr. Liao is a University Professor of Gradu-
ate School of Biosphere Science at Hiroshima Uni-
versity, Higashi-Hiroshima, Japan. He introduced 
Hiroshima University and mentioned its programs 
that have potentials for student-faculty exchange 
and shared some of his notable works.
 A number of faculty members, staff and 
students of the university were present during the 
lecture.

affirmed with Aquatera and OceanPixel after the 
latter's representatives visited MSU Tawi-Tawi last 
2017. She added that the study visit opened huge 
possibilities for Tawi-Tawi, in terms of ocean ener-
gy resources.

 "The Sibutu-Sitangkai channel has a very 
strong current which could be harnessed into ma-
rine renewable energy," said Chancellor Guinto-Sa-
li in her short message to Office of Information, 
Press and Publications, "We will do some study on 
the potentials of marine renewable energy in Ta-
wi-Tawi soon." 

 The tour was part of MSU Tawi-Tawi's con-
certed efforts to help island communities have 
sustainable livelihood through eco-tourism, renew-
able energy, and access to quality education and 
research.



OCEANeS, Earth warriors 
celebrate Earth Hour
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 Simunul, Tawi-Tawi ---- The Office of 
Continuing Education and Extension Services 
(OCEANeS) celebrated the Earth Hour with over 
a hundred Earth Warriors of Baragays Maruwa, 
Tong-gusong, and Mongkay last March 30, 2019. 
They are the partners in the Quest for Love Project 
of Ms. Gina Lopez.

 The Mayor of Simunul and his staff, the 
Philippine National Police - Simunul, Philippine 
Marines, Philippine Coast Guard, Municipal Health 
Officer - Simunul, some community leaders and 
workers of Simunul and other agencies also joined 
the event.

 The program was formally opened by Mayor 
Nazif Aburahman. OCEANes Director, Dr. Richard 
Muallil also gave a short talk on Tawi-Tawi as the 
Heart of the Coral Triangle.  Educational campaign 
videos were shown as an orientation to the 
participants.

 The event concluded with a series of games and 
Zumba for all hosted by the OCEANeS Team. An hour 
was also extended for their lights off activity.

 Earth Hour is a worldwide movement observed 
annually. It aims to raise awareness on climate change 
and its impact on the environment. Earth Hour is 
celebrated by turning off non-essential electric lights 
for one hour, from 8:30PM – 9:30PM in the last week of 
March.
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