


Joseph Angas, Jr.

 In the pursuit of enhancing facilities of the 
institution, MSU-TCTO launched its first Light and Emitting 
Diode (LED) screen last November 28, 2018 at the Henry 
V. Kong Gymnasium. The launch was spearheaded by 
Chancellor Mary Joyce Z. Guinto-Sali. This was attended 
by different school department heads and students.

 In his welcome remarks, Director Eduardo R. 
Alivio of the Planning and Mangement Office cited the 
specifications of the LED screen. “The aim of this project is 
to enhance school facilities. The fact that this LED screen 
can be connected to gadgets like cellphones, laptops, 
digital cameras, projectors, and more importantly to the 
internet, this will become very useful whenever there will 
be important events in the school.” Director Alivio also 
mentioned that other institutions called the LED screen 
“discovery wall”, because it serves as wall of information.

 During the launch, Joseph Angas Jr. the Vice - 
President of the Supreme Student Council, expressed 
his appreciation to all individuals behind the successful 
implementation of the LED screen project.

 In her message, the Chancellor said, “The primary 
objective of acquiring the LED screen is for MSU-TCTO to 
become a tarpaulin-free institution”. This is in harmony with 
the institution’s advocacy to minimize the use of plastics in 
order to have a clean and green environment. Dr. Guinto- 
Sali added that there are two other LED screens to be 
placed outdoors which will serve as information walls. 
She concluded her speech saying “next semester starting 
January 2019, there will be an increase of stipends to some 
mandated scholars and various scholarship grants.”

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 Chancellor Guinto-Sali installed Prof. Magsaysay 
S. Werble as Vice Chancellor for Administration and 
Finance; Dr. Kaberl O. Hajilan as Vice Chancellor for 
Research and Extension; and Prof. Benecito L. Maratas as 
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs in a simple ceremony 
on October 2, 2018.

 Prof. Magsaysay S. Werble holds a degree of 
Master of Arts in Islamic Studies from the University of 
the Philippines (Diliman). Prof. Werble is a seasoned 
administrator with various positions held since 1987. Prior 
to his appointment as Vice Chancellor for Administration 
and Finance, he was the Director for Administration.

 The Office of the Vice Chancellor for Administration 
and Finance is tasked to direct the improvement of 
employees’ welfare, faculty and staff development, library 
and other facilities upgrading, networking initiatives, 
students’ welfare, and financial management.

 Meanwhile, Kaberl O. Hajilan, Ph.D. is the newly- 
appointed Vice Chancellor for Research and Extension. 
He has earned several graduate degrees: Master in Public 
Administration, Master of Arts in Education, Master of Arts 
in Science Education, and Doctor of Philosophy, major 
in Educational Administration. He has also completed 
academic requirements for the degree of Doctor of 
Education. Dr. Hajilan also held various positions before 
his appointment as VC for Research and Extension. As 
the new VC for Research and Extension, Dr. Hajilan takes 
charge of all research-related activities and community 
extension services of the university.

 Under the Office of the Vice Chancellor for 

Research and Extension are the Research Office headed 
by Dr. Sitti Zayda B. Halun and the Office of Continuing 
Education and Extension Services (OCEANeS) headed by 
Dr. Richard N. Muallil. The office of Research is responsible 
in managing all research initiatives like research projects, 
patents, technology transfer and dissemination of research 
outputs through its publication in scientific journals and 
presentations in scientific professional conferences. 
The OCEANeS, as the community extension unit of the 

Ayesha A. Hadjal

 A delegation of MSU-TCTO administrators, faculty and 
staff, headed by Chancellor Mary Joyce Guinto-Sali, attended 
the International Conference on Environment and Forest 
Conservation (ICEFC 2018) at Dakak Beach Resort, Dapitan in 
Zamboanga del Norte from November 18-21, 2018. The team 
was composed of the Office of the Chancellor, Office of the Vice 
Chancellor for Research and Extension, Office of Research, 
Office of Continuing Education and Extension Services, Office 
of International Linkages, the Marine Science Museum, College 
of Fisheries and  Institute of Oceanography and Environmental 
Science.

The main objectives of the conference were to present 
researches in oral and poster categories organized by the 
Mindanao State University and Kastamonu University of Turkey; 
share interdisciplinary researches among scientists, researchers 
and academics, and to create and strengthen linkages among 
partner universities in terms of research and development in the 
Philippines, Turkey, Indonesia and other countries.

The event started with the ecognition of participating universities 
and research institutes from the Philippines, Turkey and Indonesia. 
MSU System President and KU Rector presented tokens to the 
Commission on Higher Education of the Philippines, headed by 
Chairperson Dr. Prospero De Vera III and the SEAMEO Biotrop 
and Bogor Agricultural University of Indonesia.

MSU Tawi-Tawi presented oral and poster presentations on the 
second and third days.

 The ICEFC 2018 was the first conference jointly hosted 
by the Mindanao State University System and Kastamonu 
University of the Republic of Turkey.

Ayesha A. Hadjal

 The Cybersecurity Awareness Caravan, a collaborative 
effort of the Mindanao State University in Tawi-Tawi, the 
Department of Information and Communications Technology and 
the Local Government Unit of Bongao, was held on November 29, 
2018 at the Henry V. Kong Gymnasium.

 The caravan was set to raise the level of awareness of 
those in the academe on the importance of cybersecurity and how 
to protect themselves from cybercrimes.

 Chancellor Guinto-Sali, Bongao Mayor Jimuel Que and 
students of the schools in Tawi-Tawi joined the event. 

 The Chancellor said that life is full of ironies as it is 
true in the Age of Cyberspace particularly regarding the use of 
computers. A computer is a double-edged tool as it can be a 
blessing or a curse.

 “You can have zillions of data at your fingertips, but 
at the same time, you can either be a perpetrator or a victim 
of cybercrime. This is one of the most pernicious and invasive 
scourges of the 21st century,” Chancellor Guinto-Sali said.

 The administration thanked the DICT Team, headed 
by Assistant Secretary Allan S. Cabanlong, for initiating the said 
event.

 “We are very grateful that the Department of Information 
and Communications Technology conducted this kind of caravan. 
We hope that we can learn tips on how to be aware of the threats 
of cyberspace and how to encounter them, how to understand 
the scope of the problem and recognize the signs of cybercrimes. 
May we be able to use computer technologies with the assurance 
that we are safe from harm from any cybercrime,” the Chancellor 
added.

 Cybercrime is any criminal activity involving computers 
and networks. It can range from fraud to spam to the distance theft 
of government or corporate secrets through criminal trespass into 
remote systems, even in other countries or on other continents. 
Assistant Secretary Allan Cabanlong also explained that anybody 
can be vulnerable to cybercrime and it takes many forms.
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Ayesha A. Hadjail

 MSU - Iligan Institute of Technology’s Chancellor, 
Dr. Sukarno D. Tanggol, and Institute Secretary, Dr. 
Jamail Kamlian, were resource speakers on the Lecture 
and Forum on Federalism on December 11, 2018 at the 
university’s Henry V. Kong Gymnasium.

 Dr. Tanggol is a graduate of Doctor of Public 
Administration from the University of the Philippines’ 
National College of Public Administration and Governance 
(UP-NCPAG) in 1993. He was the Philippine Ambassador 
to the State of Kuwait from 1998 to 2002.  Prior to his 
becoming Chancellor, he was a Fellow of the Institute of 
Federalism at the University of Fribourg in Switzerland 
from 2009-2010. Dr. Tanggol was appointed by the MSU 
Board of Regents as MSU-IIT Chancellor in 2011, and 
was reappointed through a unanimous decision by the 
Board in 2016 after his performance was assessed by a 
seven-member evaluation committee. The committee, 
headed by Dr. Emerlinda Roman, first woman President 

Datu Esma Mikee P. Maruhom

 In its bid to attract more enrollees for the next 
school year, the Mindanao State University -  Tawi-Tawi 
College of Technology and Oceanography revised its 
existing offerings and matrix of scholarship grants for the 
benefit of the youth who are financially challenged but with 
academic potentials.

 With the aim to create more opportunities for 
the students and as one of its thrusts to support the 
development of Tawi-Tawi through education, new 
scholarship and financial assistance grants were proposed 
and were approved by the MSU Board of Regents by virtue 
of BOR Resolution No. 141 series 2018.

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP GRANT
 Prior to the Chancellorship of Dr. Mary Joyce Z. 
Guinto Sali, the existing academic scholar’s allowance 
was P 1,500.00. Starting the first semester, AY 2018-2019, 
the allowance will be raised 100%, now amounting to Php 
3,000.00.

SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS SCHOLARSHIP GRANT
 The SciMath Scholarship Grant was pegged at 

university, focuses its activities on the development of the 
college personnel and the social-economic development of 
the province especially the poorest island communities.

 The Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs is Prof. 
Benecito L. Maratas. He is a graduate of Master of Statistics 
from the University of the Philippines (Diliman) and has 
served MSU-TCTO holding various positions. He was 
the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs since 2015 until 
September 2018. This is the renewal of his appointment as 
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs.

 The Office of the Vice Chancellor for Academic 
Affairs (OVCAA) oversees and provides leadership for 
all academic programs and functions of the Mindanao 
State University in Tawi-Tawi. The office has the lead 
responsibilities for academic planning and academic 
budget administration, academic personnel development 
program, university campus-wide curricular requirements 
and degree program development, and assessment of 
student learning. VC Maratas works closely with the deans 
of the different colleges and directors/chiefs of semi-
academic units on a broad array of policy and strategic 
planning issues.

P 1,800.00 but the amount was raised to Php 3,000.00, 
1st semester AY 2018-2019. Pursuant to BOR Resolution 
No. 249-2018, SciMath scholars will receive Php 4,000.00 
starting the 2nd semester AY 2018-2019.

CULTURAL COMMUNITY GRANT
 From an amount of Php 1,100.00, the allowance 
of Cultural Community Grantees will now be at P 1,500.00 
starting the 2nd semester of 2018-2019.

TAMBULI AND BAND SCHOLARSHIP ALLOWANCE
 In 2017, the scholarship allowance of the members 
of the University Band and the Tambuli Cultural Dance 
Troupe was raised from Pph 600.00 to Php 900.00. This 
was raised further to Php 1,000.00 at the start of AY 2018-
2019. By the 2nd semester AY 2018-2019, the Tambuli 
and Band grantees will receive Php 1,200.00.

VARSITY ATHLETES SCHOLARSHIP ALLOWANCE
 Varsity athletes’ allowance was increased to Php 
1,000.00 in 2017 from Php 750.00. By the 2nd semester AY 
2018-2019, the varsity athletes will receive Php 1,200.00.

FISH TECH SCHOLARSHIP GRANT
 Fish Tech scholarship grantees will receive, 
starting 2nd semester AY 2018-2019, Php 1,500.00 from 
the old rate of Php 1,100.00.

BADJAO STUDENT GRANT
 Badjao students under the Badjao Student Grant 
will receive Php 2,000.00 starting 2nd semester AY 2018-
2019, from the previous Php 1,100.00.

 Some financial assistance grants were created by 
the university administration, pursuant to the mandate of 
the charter in providing opportunities and supporting bright 
individuals achieve their dreams through education. Apart 
from the aforementioned scholarship grants, new programs 
were created to support the various needs of the students.

 The following are newly created financial 
assistance grants available for the students:

STUDENT ASSISTANTSHIP PROGRAM
 During the first few months of the  incumbent 
chancellor, this program was created in order to provide 
opportunities for the students in need of financial assistance. 
An allowance amounting to Php 900.00 was given to each 
student assistant (SA). Starting the 2nd semester AY 2018-
2019, SAs will receive an allowance of Php 1,000.00.

SPECIAL MUSLIM GRANT
 Pursuant to the special mandate of the Mindanao 
State University to provide education for the Muslims and 
other indigenous peoples of Mindanao, Sulu and Palawan, 
the Special Muslim Grant was created for deserving 
Muslim students with exemplary performance. A financial 
assistance of Php 1,500.00 will be given to each grantee 

starting the 2nd semester, AY 2018-2019.

ON-THE-JOB TRAINEES FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCEASSISTANCE
 Students who are taking on-the-job training are 
now eligible to avail of the OJT Financial Assistance 
starting the 2nd semester AY 2018-2019. Trainees having 
their OJTs within Tawi-Tawi will receive Php 1,000.00 and 
for outside Tawi-Tawi, Php 4,000.00.

SCUBA GRANTS
 Scuba grants, amounting to Pph 15,000.00 starting 
2nd semester AY 2018-2019 will be given only once for 
each grantee.

LICENSURE EXAMINATIONS REVIEWEE FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE
 Graduates of the College of Fisheries taking the 
Fisheries Technologist Licensure Examinations will receive 
Php 5,000.00 financial assistance starting 2nd semester 
AY 2018-2019.

 College of Education graduates who will be taking 
the Licensure Examination for Teachers (LET) will receive 
financial assistance of Php 2,500.00 starting 2nd semester 
AY 2018-2019.

 This financial assistance program can only be 
availed of once by each grantee. Chancellor Guinto-Sali 
promises to further strengthen student-related welfare 
programs especially for natives of Tawi-Tawi.

of the University of the Philippines, also gave a unanimous 
recommendation for his reappointment. He is the author of 
the book, “Regional Autonomy and Federalism: Concepts 
and Lessons for the Bangsamoro Government.”

 The current Campus Secretary of MSU-IIT, Dr. 
Jamail A. Kamlian, is a professor of History in the same 
university since 1980. In 1999, he became a visiting 
professor at the Department of Southeast Asian Studies 
of the Universiti Malaya in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Dr. 
Kamlian was also a fellow in Islam and Human Rights at the 
School of Law of the Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, 
United States of America. Dr. Kamlian is also the author 
of “Bangsamoro Society and Culture: A Book of Readings 
on Peace and Development in Southern Philippines.” 
Recently, the book “Out of the Shadows: Violent Conflict 
and the Real Economy of Mindanao,” of which he is one of 
the authors, was hailed Best Book in the Social Sciences 
by the National Book Development Board and the Manila 
Critics Circle during the 36th National Book Awards.

 Dr. Tanggol’s lecture is entitled “Federalism and 
its Effects to the Bangsamoro,” while Dr. Kamlian’s is 
“History of the Bangsamoro Struggle and its Effects on 
Federalization.”

 The lecture shed light on the recent developments 
in the charter change process, expounded on the best 
practices of various federal states in the world and provided 
the historical narrative of the struggle of the Bangsamoro 
towards autonomy and self-determination, in relation to the 
recent decentralization efforts of the government under the 
banner of federalization.
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Datu Esma Mikee P. Maruhom

 In keeping with her objective of improving the 
quality of services and bureaucratic procedures of the 
university, the Chancellor attended the seminar on 5S 
Good Housekeeping Quality Management Service last 
December 5-6, 2018 sponsored by the Development 
Academy of the Philippines.

 The seminar encouraged the officials present to 
institutionalize a culture of quality service in the government 
by streamlining their agency’s frontline services, resource 
optimization and costs reduction, and the integration of the 
Ease of Doing Business Act of 2018.

 As one of the participants, MSU-TCTO would be 
assisted by the DAP-formed Technical Working Group 
(TWG) for the 5S in the implementation of the system in the 
university. As a major state university in the country, the 
monitoring, evaluation and showcase of 5S best practices 
would be done by TCTO by the end of 2019.

 The introduction of the 5S Good Housekeeping in 
the university is a step towards the realization of the plan 
of Chancellor Guinto-Sali to make MSU-TCTO an ISO 
9001:2015 certified agency.

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 The Department of Science and Technology-
National Research Council of the Philippines (DOST-
NRCP), in cooperation with the Provincial Government of 
Tawi-Tawi and the MSU-TCTO, brought the second edition 
of the FUSION OF SCIENCE AND ARTS to Tawi-Tawi on 
October 16, 2018.

 The second edition of the Fusion of Science and 
Arts, a collaborative endeavor of DOST-NRCP, MSU-TCTO 
and the Office of the Governor of Tawi-Tawi, featured the 
Resilient Music and the Seven Dances of Life of the people 
of Tawi-Tawi. Speakers were Dr. Jose S. Buenconsejo, 
DOST-NRCP Researcher/UP Diliman Professor, and Mr. 
Omarjan Ibrahim Jahuran, the librarian at the Office of the 
Governor of Tawi-Tawi.

 In attendance were Dr. Ramon A. Razal, NRCP 
President; Ms. Maria Elena A. Talingdan, Chief SRS, 
DOST-NRCP Research Information and Dissemination 
Division; Regional Secretary Myra M. Alih-Mangkabung of 
DOST-ARMM; Ms. Kim Glaiza G. Wong, Science Research 
Assistant NRCP - Technical Capacity Development 
Section; and Mr. Mobin Gampal, Provincial Tourism Officer 
and representative of the Office of the Governor of Tawi-
Tawi.

 This was also attended by the officials of the 
university, Local Government Units, Department of 
Education, Commission on Higher Education and other 
community workers and leaders.

Fatima Zahra I. Elloh

 The student organization, League and Endowed 
Affectionate Diverse Students (LEADS), headed by Mr. 
Gabriel Guadelquiver, in partnership with the Integrated 
Resource Development for Tri-People headed by Ms. 
Kalma Isnain, held the symposium “Bangsamoro Organic 
Law Voters’ Education” at the Marine Science Museum on 
December 4, 2018.

 The event, attended by student leaders from 
different organizations inside the university, aimed to orient 
the youth on the upcoming BOL plebiscite on January 21, 
2019.

 Prof. Eddie M. Alih, former Chancellor and now 
member of the Duterte-formed Consultative Committee 
for Charter Change, was the Resource Speaker. Assistant 
Professor Marlon Lopez from the Social Sciences 
Department of the College of Arts and Sciences and the 
Faculty Adviser of LEADS also graced the event.

Datu Esma Mikee P. Maruhom

 The National Research Council of the Philippines 
(NRCP) sat with the Research and Development Lead 
Team of MSU Tawi-Tawi for the Writeshop on Seaweed 
on December 4 and 5, 2018. The writeshop aimed to 
capacitate the research staff and selected faculty members 
of the university in crafting the NICER (Niche Center 
in the Region) proposal on seaweed. It was held at the 
Conference Room, Sabdani J. Bulante Hall.

 The RD LEAD Team is composed of Professor 
Floredel Gadon (RD Leader) of Palawan State University, 
Ms. Melinda Perez and Mr. Marfy Lita of the NRCP RDLead 
Program.

 The program included the RD Leader’s review on 
existing seaweed research and development initiatives in 

Fatima Zahra I. Elloh

 The MSU-TCTO heads of offices (Ms. Warda 
Hadjirul, Office of the Campus Secretary; Ms. Jonalyn 
Larida, Office of the Information, Press and Publications; 
Prof. Ibrahim Miguel, Office of the Human Resource 
Management; Prof. Alcyn Bakkang, Office of the Student 
Affairs; Prof. Caharl Ammang, Office of the Alumni 
Relations; and Mr. Roland Casugod of the Office of the 
Information and Communications Technology) had a 
benchmarking trip to the MSU-IIT, MSU-Marawi and MSU 
Naawan last November 5-9, 2018.

 The delegation expressed gratitude for the 
worthwhile sharing and exchanging of office management 
and practices. They were guided by the former MSU System 
Student Regents Mikee Maruhom and Albert Cabolbol.

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 A graduation ceremony of the Nutrition School-on-
the-Air (NSOA) II, a program of the 94.1 Nutriskwela Radyo 
Kasannangan which aimed to discuss the 10 Kumainments 
and its nourishing outgrowth, was held on November 19, 
2018 at the Conference Room of Sabdani J. Bulante Hall.
Prof. Jonalyn S. Larida, Director for Information, Press 
and Publications, the guest speaker, gave her inspirational 
message to the graduates. Vice Chancellor Benecito 
L. Maratas delivered a message on behalf of the 
administration.

 The administration congratulated the Radyo 
Kasannangan headed by its Station Manager, Dr. Anabel 
A. Wellms, for the initiative and the success of the event.

Palawan State University and formally introduced to the 
research staff the proposal format during the intensive 
writeshop proper.

 NRCP’s NICER and RDLead programs aimed to 
capacitate HEIs to help improve and hasten the use of 
research results that would contribute to socio-economic 
development, and undertake more quality research for 
regional growth.

 MSU-TCTO’s bid for the NICER was due to the 
initiative of Dr. Sitti Zayda B. Halun, Director for Research.
The participants were selected faculty members of the 
College of Fisheries and Institute of Oceanography and 
Environmental Science and personnel of the Research 
Office.
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Ayesha A. Hadjail

 The MSU-TCTO, in partnership with the National 
Committee on Cultural Education of the National 
Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA-NCCEd), 
hosted an in-service training on culture-based education 
with the theme “Pito-Pito: Pitong Durungawan sa Kulturang 
Pilipino” on October 15-17, 2018 at the Henry V. Kong 
Gymnasium.

 The program helped teachers infuse aspects 
of cultural learnings in their instructional materials and 
discussions in class, which is a must for a place rich in 
heritage such as Tawi-Tawi.

 Chancellor Mary Joyce Z. Guinto-Sali who 
graced the event congratulated the resource persons and 
participants saying, “Our heartfelt gratitude to the resource 
persons and committee members of the NCCA-NCCEd for 
this opportunity for our faculty and cultural workers.”

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 Researchers from the University of the Philippines 
(Diliman and Los Baños) visited MSU - Tawi-Tawi for a 
Lecture Series entitled “Reconstructing the Origin and 
Transformation of the Sama Peoples through Genes, 
Languages and Cultures” held at the Marine Science 
Museum on October 29, 2018.

 The researchers talked on: “Overview of the 
Project and Ethics of Human Research” by Dr. Maria 
Corazon A. De Ungrial; “Human Genetics” by Prof. Joseph 
Jae Rodriguez; “Animal Genetics” by Prof. Geb Yebron, 
Jr.; “Linguistics” by Prof. Louward Zubiri; and “Cultural 
Anthropology” by Prof. Jessie Varquez, Jr.

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 The MSU-TCTO CHILDS and MSU-TCTO CDC-
LES garnered awards in the recently-held Kutitap: Isang 
Piging ng Kabataang MakaSining (The Filipino Children 
and Youth Celebrating Arts, Culture and Traditions) 
on November 26-30, 2018 at the National Arts Center 
Los Baños, Laguna hosted by the Cultural Exchange 
Department of the Cultural Center of the Philippines.

 The delegation won the following: Best Group 
Performance Tawi-Tawi (Vijhymar Arabani and Khalil 
Nuzayfe Sabtuli); Most Talented (Sakina Tadus); 
Leadership Award (Fatima Shameera Anda); and Group 
Leader (Amina Ticzon)

 Kutitap: Isang Piging ng Kabataang MakaSining 
was a gathering of children representing various cultural 
communities all over the country for a four-day celebration 
of arts, culture and traditions, all geared towards CCPs’ 
thrust of transforming lives, places and communities. This 
project aimed to instill among Filipino children and youth a 
better understanding, appreciation and pride for Philippine 
culture, heritage and traditions as well as positive social 
values.

Fatima Zahra I. Elloh

 Prof. Nena Abdurajak, Dr. Cheryl Barredo and 
Prof. Ednalyn Cadapan, researchers from the Western 
Mindanao State University, had a courtesy call at the 
Office of the Chancellor on October 16, 2018. They were 
accompanied by Prof. Cherry B. Alih, Faculty of MSU-
TCTO.

 The visit was part of a national research 
supervised by the Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino (KWF) 
entitled “Etnolingguwistikong Pag-aaral ng mga Sama ng 
Zamboanga, Basilan, Sulu at Tawi-Tawi (ZAMBASULTA). Ayesha A. Hadjail

 A two-day training on the Philippine Government 
Public Expenditure Management Link Performance-
Informed Budgeting was held on November 17-18 at the 
Fisheries Training Center.

 The training was in line with the objectives of the 
Graduate School to enhance the students’ leadership 
skills and to serve as an avenue to share knowledge to the 
community leaders on effective management specifically 
on good governance, responsibility, accountability and 
responsible use of the department’s resources. It aims to 
share information to heads of agencies on the concepts 
and principles in public expenditure management, create 
an atmosphere of intelligent discussion on the improvement 
of the financing and budgeting systems of the agencies, 
and provide guidelines and mechanisms on evaluating 
employees’ performances.

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 A two-day Intensive Training of Trainers on 
Agal-Agal (Seaweed) Organic Production was held on 
October 26-27, 2018 at the Fisheries Training Center. It 
was followed by an exhibit showcasing the products, Agal-
Agalinnovation, on October 28, 2018.

 The resource speaker of the Seaweed Training, 
Ms. Santos G. Santos, is an herbalist and proprietor of 

Sam-Sammi Herbal & Personal Care Products and is on 
a working visit for the MSU Tawi-Tawi Quest for Love 
Project. She is a livelihood trainer for ABS-CBN’s ALKHI 
and a member of the Quest for Love Project of Ms. Gina 
Lopez.

 The Agal-agalinnovation promotes livelihood 
and sustainability of the communities in Tawi-Tawi since 
it is the Seaweeds Capital of the region. It was proposed 
to develop organic products as an alternative source of 
income in order to uplift the living conditions of the people. 
The finished products during the event were displayed 
and sold while holding the multi-faceted exhibition on 
culture, biodiversity, environment and academic - the Agal-
Agalinnovation.

 The objectives of the training were to showcase 
the organic products and provide evaluation; to allow the 
guests to join and fully understand the essence of organic 
products; to promote seaweed products to the constituents 
of Bongao; and to showcase the cultural, academic, 
entrepreneurship, and environmental role of the MSU-
TCTO Marine Science Museum.

 The resource speakers were Director Shastri S. 
Buddin of the Civil Service Commission - Tawi-Tawi and 
Director Freddy A. Julkanain of the MSU-TCTO Budget 
Office, who both shared their expertise in Financing, 
Budgeting and Mechanisms on Evaluation of Employees’ 
performances.

 The participants of the training were from the Local 
Government Units, Philippine National Police, Bongao 
Water District, Department of Labor and Employment, Tawi-
Tawi Electric Corporation, Department of Public Works 
and Highways, Department of Agrarian Reform, Philippine 
Statistic Authority, Abubakar Computer Learning Center 
Foundation Inc. and students of the Graduate School.

 The administration commended the Graduate 
School and its Dean, Dr. Elvinia Alivio, for this initiative.

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 Sulad, a Manobo term for brother or sister, stands 
as the acronym for Socio-economic Uplift, Literacy, 
Anthropological and Developmental Services (SULADS).
 
 SULADS is geared towards the development of the 
Lumads, the indigenous people dwelling in the mountains 
and islands of Mindanao devoid of modern form of comfort 
and privileges. The love for the Lumads and the aim to 
share to the unreached people about God’s love is what 
motivates the Adventist young people to join this work 
though it means sacrifice and risks in their lives. Thus, the 
Ads-AMICUS conducted a 3-day Friendship Youth Camp 
from October 31 to November 2 at MSU-TCTO with the 
support of the Office of Student Affairs.

 The activity focused on the relationship between 
our Muslim and non-Muslim brethren and to develop their 
intrinsic potentiality, encourage them to represent God/
Allah to the community through their lives, and to encourage 
them to utilize their time, skills, gifts and capabilities in 
rendering service for the welfare of others.

 TCTO students and Tawi-Tawi out-of-school-youth 
(OSYs) participated in the event.
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Ayesha A. Hadjail

 The Gender and Development Office (GAD) hosted 
a Seminar-Workshop on Gender Mainstreaming Capability 
for a Gender Sensitive and Gender Responsive Agency on 
November 27-28, 2018 at the Marine Science Museum.

 Dr. Shamira C. Dais, GAD Focal Person, said that 
this event was a momentous one to celebrate equality and 
the beauty of all genders of the world. 

 “The world has seen the development of 
technologies and advancement of civilization as we 
also, hand in hand, witnessed society becoming more 
accommodating of gender differences as well as 
understanding gender similarities as important for fostering 
a world where everybody is valued not because he’s male 
or female, from LGBT group, black or brown or white but, 
because he is after all human and has a role in this dynamic 
society,” Dr. Dais explained.

 “I hope that this event would serve us to be more 
responsive and open-minded to new learnings and apply 
the knowledge to a better MSU-TCTO society than even 
before,” she said as she ended her speech.

 The resource persons were Prof. Rosalyn Romo-
Echem and Prof. Nellibelle Ulama, both from Western 
Mindanao State University.

 Prof. Rosalyn Romo-Echem is a researcher, 
statistician and consultant who authored six publications, 
conducted 17 researches and presented papers in local, 

regional, national and international fora/conferences; 
advocate and trainer on Women’s Rights and Issues, 
Gender and Development, Adolescent Sexuality, 
Reproductive health, Parents Education on Adolescent 
Sexuality, GAD Planning and Budgeting, and on Gender 
Analysis. She is a coach/mentor for the Fellows of the 
Mindanao Bridging Leadership Program under the Asian 
Institute of Management in Makati, Manila and certified 
member of the National Gender Resource Pool of the 
Philippine Commission on Women. At present, she is the 
Director of Gender Research and Resource Center of 
WMSU.

 On the other hand, Prof. Nellibelle Concepcion-
Ulama finished her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology in 1994 
and Master of Arts major in Organizational Psychology at 
Ateneo de Zamboanga University. At present, she is the 
Technical Associate of Gender Research and Resource 
Center (GRRC) in Western Mindanao State University and 
an active GAD Advocate.

 Present in the seminar-workshop were Chancellor 
Mary Joyce Z. Guinto-Sali and other senior administrative 
officials of the university. This activity was held to orient 
officials on the international and national policy frameworks 
of gender mainstreaming and its significance to higher 
education.

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 MSU-TCTO hosted a forum on Bangsamoro 
Organic Law (BOL) at the Henry V. Kong Gymnasium last 
October 19, 2018. Officials, employees, and students of the 
university, guests from Department of Education – Tawi-
Tawi, Civic Society Organizations, Department of Health, 
Department of Social Welfare and Development and other 
community leaders attended the forum.

 Tawi-Tawi Representative Ruby M. Sahali, one 
of the principal authors of the Bangsamoro Organic Law, 
and Commissioner Atty. Maisara Dandamun-Latiph of the 
Bangsamoro Transition Commission, were the resource 
persons of the forum. The administration was honored 
to have them as speakers as they have worked day and 
night in Congress for the immediate passage of the historic 
Bangsamoro Organic Law.

 Congresswoman Sahali is the most recognizable 
face of Tawi-Tawi in the national legislature. She is 
the Chairperson of the Special Committee on Peace, 
Reconciliation and Unity. In the 17th Congress, Rep. Sahali 
co-authored measures such as RA 10963 (HB 5636), the 
Tax Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion or TRAIN law; 
RA 11036 (HB 6452) known as the Comprehensive Mental 
Health Act 2017; RA 11054 (HB 6475), providing for the 
organic law for the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao, and RA 11038 (HB 6772), ensuring the 
preservation and management of protected areas, among 
others.

 Atty. Dandamun-Latiph was a senior State 
Solicitor at the Office of the Solicitor General and Regional 
Assistant Cabinet Secretary at DepEd-ARMM. She 
was part of the team that drafted the final report of the 
Zenarosa Commission against Private Armies in 2010 and 
of the Citizen’s Peace Council that reviewed the proposed 
Bangsamoro Basic Law. She chairs the Khadija Center 
for Muslim Women Studies and was a Chevening scholar 
from the University of Manchester.

 “The Bangsamoro Organic Law is a product of long 
negotiation on Mindanao peace process. It is an instrument 
that will promote socio-economic development of the 
region and institutionalize the Bangsamoro government 
with genuine autonomy. The aspiration for lasting peace 
and inclusive development has never been brighter than 
now with the BOL. But the question is, are we up to the 
challenge? The law requires ratification in a plebiscite to 
be held months from now. What is your vote? Is it a yes 
or a no? Your vote is crucial as it will charter the future 
of Bangsamoro and especially the younger generation,” 
Chancellor Mary Joyce Z. Guinto-Sali said in her opening 
remarks.

 The forum concluded with a lively exchange of 
concerns and questions from the audience.

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 The MSU-TCTO student athletes bagged awards 
in the recently held Mindanao Association of State and 
Tertiary Schools (MASTS) Friendly Games 2018 at 
Northwestern Mindanao State College and Technology in 
Tangub City.
The delegates won the following:

Volleyball Men - Champion

Volleyball Women - First Runner-up

Beach Volleyball Men - First Runner-up

Beach Volleyball Women - Second Runner-up

Table Tennis Men - First Runner-up

Swimming Men - 11 medals

 The delegation was headed by Director Edward 
Lee and Miss Rubina Salasain. The MASTS Friendly 
Games is an annual sport, literary and cultural competition 
which aims to hone talents and skills across Mindanao and 
the country.

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 The Sentro ng Wika at Kultura, headed by Director 
Charity Joy B. Hashim, in partnership with the Komisyon 
ng Wikang Filipino, hosted a three-day Pambansang 
Kumperensiya sa Wika at Panitikan ng ARMM last 
November 16-18, 2018 at the Marine Science Museum.

 Guests from MSU Marawi, MSU Sulu and 
principals and faculty members of MSU-TCTO community 
high schools, MSU-TCTO CHILDS, MSU-TCTO CDC-LES, 
MSU-TCTO Preparatory High School, Tawi-Tawi School 
of Fisheries, Tawi-Tawi Regional Agricultural College, 
Notre Dame of Bongao, Pag-asa Elementary School and 
Pagasinan Elementary School participated in the said 
confab.

 The administration thanked the resource persons 
and participants and congratulated the Sentro ng Wika at 
Kultura for the success of the event.

 Prior to the event, on November 15, 2018, the 
delegation from the Komisyon ng Wikang Filipino had a 
courtesy visit at the Office of the Chancellor.
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Ayesha A. Hadjail

 The Office of Research under Director Sitti Zayda 
B. Halun conducted a research symposium on October 18, 
2018 at the Conference Room of Sabdani Bulante Hall.

1. “Examining the Utility of the Assessment 
Practices Inventory Using the Rasch Model” 
by Dr. Wilham M. Hailaya; 

2. “Mathematical Competencies and Competency 
Gaps of Grade VIII Students under K-12 
Curriculum” by Prof. Catalina R. Pon;

3. “Teacher’s Teaching Beliefs and Teaching 
Styles and Student’s Learning Styles and 
Science Performance” by Prof. Fauzia K. Sali-
Latif; 

4. “The Importance of Education in Conflict 
Resolution: The Case of Sunni and Shia 
Muslims” by Prof. Najeeb Razul A. Sali; 

5. “Carbon Stock Assessment in Mangrove at 
Sitio Sukiat and Seagrass at Pahut and Sanga-
Sanga, Bongao, Tawi-Tawi” by Ms. Ferlyn L. 
Jumawan; 

6. “Biofilm-forming Bacteria in the Mangrove 
Areas of Pasiagan, Bongao, Tawi-Tawi” by 
Fatima Faiza T. Amil; 

7. “Prevalence of Endoparasites from Decapterus 
spp “Galunggong” sold at Pala-o Market, Iligan 
City” by Ms. Nurizna T. Jumaide;

8. “Status of Sea Cucumber Fisheries in Tawi-
Tawi” by Ms. Dahlia P. Burias; 

9. “Reproductive Phenology of Coral Broadcast 
Spawners in Tawi-Tawi” by Mr. Alimar J. 
Sakilan; and

10. “Hard Coral Cover of Reefs in Bongao, Tawi-
Tawi” by Mr. Aldimar S. Bara

Ayesha A. Hadjail 

 The Polytechnic University of the Philippines 
- Manila and the Mindanao State University in Tawi-
Tawi entered into a Memorandum of Understanding on 
November 8, 2018 at the Marine Science Museum.

 Apart from the MOU signing, a lecture forum was 
conducted by the PUP Manila group. The speakers were 
Chief Gary Lirio of the Center for Life Sciences, Director 
Armin Coronado, Ph.D. of the Institute of Science and 
Technology; and Dr. Noel Saguil of University of Utah, 
USA who delivered talks, respectively, on Bacterial 
communities in different environments: Prospecting natural 
products; Biological activity of sulfated polysaccharides 
from seaweeds and its applications to pharmaceutical 
and other related fields; and Biodiversity research in drug 
development initiatives.

 The MOU includes faculty and/or academic 
research and administrative staff exchanges; joint research 
activities of faculty and students; sharing laboratory 
facilities for research; exchange of publications, reports 
and other academic materials and information; and sharing 
of other activities and programs in areas of mutual interest, 
where such sharing shall result in benefit of both parties.

 Chancellor Guinto-Sali said that the symposium 
is designed to inspire, motivate and hone the skills 
and talents of MSU-TCTO faculty, staff and students in 
research. “We really have to strengthen our Research and 
Development Program in response to the urgent needs of 
the 21st century which has spawned a new global economy 
powered by technology, fueled by information, and driven 
by knowledge,” she said.

 “Under my watch, I have vowed to make MSU-
TCTO stand proud and tall among highly esteemed 
Higher Education Institutions, a bulwark of intellectual 
inquiry, creative and critical thinking, not only in the 
area but throughout the country as well,” the Chancellor 

added. She also asserted that with a strong Research and 
Development component, ably supported by researchers 
in the academe, national and international linkages, and 
the community folks, this will come to pass.

 During the midterm of the Chancellor, there has 
been an unprecedented dramatic rise in the number of 
faculty engaged in research, exposure to fora, symposia 
and conferences here and abroad, and in intellectual 
property and research outputs in refereed journals.

 Attended by officials, faculty, staff and students of 
the university, the symposium featured the recent research 
outputs of the faculty, staff and students of the College of 
Education, College of Islamic and Arabic Studies, and the 
Office of Research of MSU-TCTO.

 The titles of the research presented are the 
following:

Datu Esma Mikee P. Maruhom

 In keeping with its status as the region’s bastion for 
environmental protection and leader in marine conservation 

initiatives, The Mindanao State University in Tawi-Tawi 
through its Office of Continuing Education and Extension 
Services (Team OCEANeS of MSU Tawi-Tawi), hosted the 
first Marine Protected Areas (MPA) Summit and Awards on 
December 9-10 at the Marine Science Museum.

 Dr. Richard Nami Muallil, Director of OCEANeS, 
said that the summit gathered all local partners of the 
university in order to recognize their efforts in nurturing 
the rich marine resources of Tawi-Tawi. The summit also 
showcased the underwater surveys that the office has 
conducted this year.

 Muallil added that the program hoped to establish 
and mainstream MPA initiatives among the locals, as 
an effective approach to fisheries management, marine 
biodiversity conservation and ecotourism.

 “We believe that the key to a successful MPA 
management is through partnership and sharing of best 
practices,” Muallil said.

 The two-day program had Dr. Filemon G. Romero 
(Retired Professor of Marine Science) who talked about 
Tawi-Tawi’s biodiversity; Mr. Diovanie de Jesus (Marine 
Scientist from USAID’s Oceana), on the Philippine 
Marine Protected Areas; Mr. Nur Harun (BFAR-ARMM), 
on Tawi-Tawi being a marine protected area; and Ms. 
Rhodora Emilia Ramiento (Senior Aquaculturist, Provincial 
Agricultural Office of Oriental Mindoro) on the success of 
Oriental Mindoro’s marine protection initiatives.

 Participants of the program came from the five 
partner-municipalities of the OCEANeS, namely: Bongao, 
Simunul, Tandubas, Panglima Sugala, and Sibutu; and 
from the partner agencies of the OCEANeS.
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The College of Education Dean, Dr. William M. Hailaya, delivering his remarks 
on the symposium.

Teams PUP and MSU-TCTO during the MOU-signing.

Chancellor Guinto-Sali, together with other officials and the 
OCEANeS Team, pose after the successful summit.



Ayesha A. Hadjail

 A seminar-workshop on language and literature 
for teachers named Kabtangan was hosted by the 
College of Arts and Sciences on November 7-9, 2018 at 
the Sabdani Bulante Conference Hall. The activity was in 
partnership with the National Commission for Culture and 
the Arts (NCCA) and the Mindanao Creative Writers Group 
(MCWG).

 Kabtangan, from the Sinama and Tausug word 
which means “words,” was attended by the faculty of 
language, literature and communications and had three 
of the country’s renowned figures in the field of language 
and literature as resource persons, namely: Dr. Christine 
F. Godinez-Ortega, Dr. Erlinda K. Alburo, and Mr. Karlo 
Anthony G. David.

 Dr. Godinez-Ortega is the long-time workshop 
director of the Annual Iligan National Writers’ Workshop 
& Literature Teachers Conference. She holds a Doctor 
of Fine Arts in Creative Writing (Fiction) from De La Salle 
University and Master of Arts degree in Creative Writing 
(Poetry) at Silliman University. She is the president of the 
Mindanao Creative Writers Group, Inc. She has served 
as Head of the National Literary Arts Committee of the 
National Commission on Culture and the Arts (NCCA).
 
 Dr. Alburo is a prolific contemporary Cebuano 
scholar and promoter of the language. She has a Ph.D. in 
Silliman University where she teaches English, literature 
and research. She is the former Director of the Cebuano 
Studies Center of the University of San Carlos, Cebu City 
and coordinates the Annual Faigao Memorial Writers 
Workshop of Cebu. She is an active member of Women in 
Literary Arts (WILA) and used to be its chairperson. She is 

also a regular panel member of the Iligan National Writers 
Workshop. She writes poetry both in English and Cebuano.

 Mr. David’s family has been in Kidapawan, North 
Cotabato for four generations. He writes fiction, drama, and 
translations in English, Cebuano, and variety of Filipino in 
Davao. He has an AB in English degree from the Ateneo 
de Davao University and a Master’s in Creative Writing 
from Silliman University. He was a fellow in the Ateneo 
de Davao Campus Writers Workshop in Davao, the Iyas 
Creative Writing Workshop in Bacolod, and the Silliman 
National Writers Workshop in Dumaguete. He has a Nick 
Joaquin Literary Award for fiction and a Don Carlos Palanca 
Memorial Award for one act play in English.

 Dr. Anabel A. Wellms, Dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences, explained that this activity aimed to support 
the country’s development agenda to mainstream cultural 
education in the higher education system and engage 
more academics in research and production of cultural 
knowledge and creative outputs. “Recognizing the aims of 
the Commission on Higher Education, and MSU-TCTO’s 
strategic position in the MSU System to take the lead in 
integrating Bangsamoro culture into higher education, this 
workshop aimed to orient faculty-participants on the status 
and trends in cultural studies, focusing on the Regional 
and Mindanao literary traditions. It upgraded MSU-TCTO 
faculty member’s skills set to include cultural research and 
writing.” She added that with this seminar-workshop, the 
faculty members cum researchers will be able to come up 
with a series of cultural studies in the Sulu archipelago, 
particularly in Tawi-Tawi, and eventually be able to publish 
teaching materials.

Roslie I. Sali

 Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines-
East-ASEAN-Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA) was launched in 1994 
as a co-operation initiative by BIMP, all of which are member-
countries of the Regional Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). The objective behind the creation of BIMP-EAGA is to 
accelerate economic development in the four countries’ “focus 
areas” which, although geographically distant from their national 
capitals, are in strategic proximity to each other in one of the 
world’s most resource-rich regions. The focus areas are: Brunei, 
Kalimantan, Sulawesi, Moluku and west Papua of Indonesia; the 
states of Sabah and Sarawak and the federal territory of Labuan 
in Malaysia; Mindanao and the Province of Palawan in the 
Philippines.

 BUDAYAW was coined from the Indonesian and 
Malaysian word “budaya” which means culture, and the Philippine 
term “dayaw” which means to celebrate. BUDAYAW: An Exhibition 
of BIMP-EAGA Textiles aimed to contribute to the achievement of 
the pillar’s objectives by highlighting the diverse textiles of the 
BIMP-EAGA region. 

 October 12, 2018 was the grand opening of the 
BUDAYAW exhibition conducted by the National Commission 
for Culture and the Arts (NCCA) at the MSU-TCTO Marine 
Science Museum with the aim to achieve one of the objectives 
of its 5th pillar, the Socio-Cultural and Education Pillar, which 
is “to promote appreciation of the shared heritage of the region 
through exchanges and exhibitions. It was a one-month exhibition 
(October 12, 2018-November 12, 2018) led by the head of the 
Project Monitoring Evaluation Division (PMED) of NCCA, Ms. 
Adel Suemith, with the assistance of the Director of Marine 
Science Museum, Mr. Rasul Sabal and his staff.

 The exhibition was a rare and great opportunity to the 
people of Tawi-Tawi to showcase and celebrate culture. It also 
provided a perfect time to show to the BIMP-EAGA regions that 
the people of Tawi-Tawi are also culture lovers and that Tawi-

Tawi is not only rich in marine biodiversity but also in culture 
diversity.

 On the other hand, the National Commission for Culture 
and the Arts (NCCA) provided the opportunity to promote MSU-
TCTO Marine Science Museum to other countries of the world 
and at the same time interconnectivity of the marine biological 
collections to history, culture, religion, arts and ecotourism in the 
region.

 The exhibition was attended by the Provincial Tourism 
Officer of the Province of Tawi-Tawi, Mr. Mobin Gampal; 
representative from the office of the mayor of Bongao, Ms. 
Maria Vema Gaticales; Head of Executive Assistants of MSU-
TCTO, Director Alnasul K. Sali, Vice Chancellor for Research 
and Extension, Dr. Kaberl O. Hajilan; heads of different offices of 
MSU-TCTO, principals, teachers, and students.

Ayesha A. Hadjail
 The University launched the new University Bus last 
December 27, 2018. Officials and students of the university 
attended the event. The new bus costs Php 3,350, 000.00 through 
the contractor of Prince Motor Corporation.

 For the students, Php 20 fare is too much. Sometimes, 
it is the reason why they cannot attend their classes regularly 
because they do not have the amount for fare from downtown to 
Sanga-Sanga. But now, there is no need for the students to worry 
because of the arrival of the University Bus. It would help them 
lessen their expenses in transportation, because their Php20 now 
is already for their back and forth fare. It is a great improvement 
for MSU-TCTO and opportunity for the students.
 
 Chancellor Guinto-Sali’s message recalled how projects 
were proposed, lobbied and ultimately funded and approved, in 
order to provide the best students’ accommodation. She also 
acknowledged all the people (heads, students, and regents) who 
have exerted efforts in accomplishing tasks and projects and 
worked hard for those projects.

 The Chancellor also compared TCTO to an orchestra in 
symphony and herself as the conductor. “Everyone is asked to 
play their instrument, clean them, and follow the conductor so to 
play beautiful music.” The Chancellor also announced upcoming 
and approved projects for the university.

 Former SSC President Shariff Abdulhamid also shared 
his personal experience in lobbying projects together with the 
Chancellor and lauded her for her hard work and for the reforms 
she introduced to MSU-TCTO.
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New bus arrives
(Standing) Faculty of CAS Language Department; (seated, L-R) VC Benecito L.Maratas, Dr. Christine F. Godinez-Ortega, Dr. Erlinda K. Alburo, 
Chancellor Mary Joyce Z. Guinto-Sali, Mr. Karlo Anthony G. David, and Dr. Anabel A. Wellms

Ms. Adel Suemith, head of the PMED of NCCA, checking one of 
the displays of BUDAYAW



Ayesha A. Hadjail

 Recently, the MSU-TCTO’s Golden Jubilee official 
logo was launched. The logo is an artistic rendition of MSU-
TCTO’s Odyssey in its 50-year existence and its prospects 
in the next 50 years.

 The number 50 with MSU-TCTO’S logo stands 
for the golden jubilee of the institution. The sarimanok 
represents its connectivity to the Mother Campus as a 
component of the Mindanao State University System. The 
lepa stands for MSU-TCTO as an academic institution 
navigating through the waves symbolizing its trials and 
tribulations, its blessings and triumphs, towards its 
destination. At times buffered by tempestuous, gigantic 
waves, or caressed by gentle waters, the lepa endures. 
It stands the test of time with an even keel, under the 
stewardship of a dolphin which is the lepa’s sail signifying 
an inspired leadership.

 The dolphin’s leadership is shown through 
inspiration, passion, and movement that is fluid and organic 
and can change to meet the needs of a particular situation.

The interplay of colors at the sides of the lepa symbolizes 
the diversity of ethnolinguistic groups unified with a 
singularity of purpose. The ukkil, a traditional artistic 
design at the boat’s bow signifies the richness of the Tawi-
Tawians’ historical and cultural heritage.

 While MSU-TCTO acknowledges its glorious past, 
it revitalizes and strengthens its commitment and faces 
the future with fervent hope and confidence to realize our 
shared vision and aspirations.

 The logo was designed by Mr. Al-khaizar M. 
Reneido, the winner of the logo-making contest. Chancellor 
Guinto-Sali thanked Architect Al-rajan Abduhasan, 
Architect Tricia Perdigon, Engineer Allan Caguioa, and 
Sir Illac Angelo Diaz for the inputs. She also thanked Dr. 
Anabel Wellms, Dir. Freddy Julkanain, Campus Secretary 
Warda Hadjirul, Prof. Manuel Lam, Dir. Eduardo Alivio, 
Dr. Sitti Zayda Halun, Mr. Rajiv Reiv Halirin, VC Benecito 
Maratas and Director Alnasul Sali for their valuable inputs.

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 The university recognizes the importance of the role played 
by teachers - their dedication and commitment in educating the youth. 
Thus, on October 5, 2018, the college joined in the celebration of the 
World Teachers’ Day to honor the selfless and dedicated teachers of 
the university.

 A parade of jubilant employees and students kicked off the 
celebration which was followed by a short program at the Henry V. 
Kong Gymnasium.

 Chancellor Guinto-Sali expressed her warmest 
congaratulations and gratefulness to the TCTO teachers. 
“To the magnanimous souls we call TEACHERS, words can never 
adequately express our profound gratitude. You have lighted the fire 
of curiosity in the high and mighty, the meek and lowly, opening a 
universe of knowledge and wisdom, shaping character and inspiring 
exemplars for humanity,” the Chancellor said in her message.

 The October 5-Teacher’s Day celebration is a worldwide 
activity observed in remembrance of and gratitude to the millions of 
teachers around the world who are serving as parents of students 
in school. MSU-TCTO is proud of its faculty members for being 
compassionate and dedicated in their service for the students.

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 The University through its Supreme Student Council and 
Office of the Student Affairs is inviting students, especially the 
freshmen, to join the KAWAN activities every Friday at the MSU 
Open Field.

 KAWAN, which means Kausap at Walang 
Kaaway Naman, is a student-led, university-wide 
program that is designed to help the freshmen of 
the university adjust and cope with the transition 
towards tertiary level schooling and the rigors 
it entails. It envisions to create an environment 
surrounded by circles of friends, fostering peer 
support and camaraderie.

 Furthermore, the program aims to create a 
community of students supporting each other as an 
avenue of releasing academic stress and nurture 
the spirit of friendship, leadership, solidarity and 
volunteerism among them.

 The KAWAN is a collaboration between 
the university Supreme Student Council and the 
Office of the Student Affairs, led by Jaro Ajik II and 
Director Alcyn Bakkang, respectively.

Fatima Zahra I. Elloh

 To build healthier communities in Tawi-
Tawi, the Tumpukan Bangsa Sama brought the 
UNILAB FOUNDATION, IDEAS POSITIVE to 
the Mindanao State University in Tawi-Tawi in 
partnership with the Supreme Student Council to 
conduct the iStorya (Stories of Youth in Action). 
It was held on October 29, 2018 at the Integrated 
Fisheries Training Center, MSU-TCTO.

 This iStorya Session-Ideas Positive Run 
9 imparted the principle “THE YOUTH CAN” solve 
the major problems in their respective communities.

 Furthermore, the participants were 
encouraged to submit a proposal with regard 
to achieving and promoting “THE HEALTHIER 
PHILIPPINES” for funding if ever they won as 
finalist.
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The Director  for Students Affairs, Prof. Alcyn R. Bakkang, emphasizing the 
importance of KAWAN project.

The student-participants of iStorya.

Chancellor Guinto-Sali and VC Maratas on the official launching of the MSU-TCTO Golden Jubilee Logo.



Girls’ Dormitory

Boys’ Dormitory

Ayesha A. Hadjail

 The groundbreaking ceremony for the 
new Girls’ Dormitory at the back of the Henry V. 
Kong Gymnasium was attended by students and 
employees of the university on November 20, 
2018.

 Costing Php 20,000,000, the project would 
be implemented by the Department of Public Works 
and Highways in Tawi-Tawi. It was made possible 
through the congressional support of Tawi-Tawi 
Lone District Representative Ruby M. Sahali.

 Congresswoman Ruby M. Sahali lauded 
the MSU-TCTO administration, staff, teachers and 
students for a job well done. “This is a realization 
of another milestone for the MSU’s development 
efforts. It is my honor to be your bridge in achieving 
your goals and aspirations. Para sa kabataang 
mag-aaral ng MSU, inspirasyon ko kayo!” the 
congresswoman said in her message.

 On   December 27, 2018, the 
groundbreaking of the boys’ dormitory was held. 
The dorm costs Php 17,077,668.20 built by 
Dawing Construction. SSC President Jaro Ajik II 
spoke in behalf of the students, expressing their 
gratefulness to the Chancellor and the people 
who worked hard for the projects. He said that the 
projects would greatly help in defraying boarding 
expenses and keep the spirit of “a home away from 
home.”

 One of the SSC senators, Ms. Berhana 
Maradani, also spoke on behalf of the students and 
expressed her sincerest gratitude to the officials of 
the University, especially to Chancellor Guinto-Sali, 
for providing everything for the betterment of the 
students, and to Congresswoman Ruby Sahali, for 
supporting and sponsoring the project. “Our school 
dormitories have long served as a second abode to 
some of our fellow students. It is not just a simple 
building on our school campus where students live 
but a significant structure full of intelligent and nice 
people; and it is gladdening to know that another 
hearthstone will be built for the students.” She 
ended her speech by thanking all the people who 
made this possible and she hoped that this may 
serve as a milestone for the school to become a 
world-class university. “Through this project, more 
students in our institution will be sheltered.”
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Construction of two student dormitories started

Tawi-Tawi lone district representative, Congresswoman Ruby M. Sahali 
and the MSU-TCTO head, Chancellor Mary Joyce Z. Guinto-Sali, together 
with Head Executive Assistant, Director Alnasul K. Sali and university 
constituents, during the Groundbreaking Ceremony of the Girls’ Dormitory.

The Chancellor, Students Affairs Director, Prof. Alcyn R. Bakkang; 
Physical Plant Division Chief, Engr. Allan S. Caguoia; Administrative 
Staff Union President, Dr. Abdulpatta I. Nurrudin; former student leader, 
Mohammadsharif Abdulhamid; SSC President Jaro H. Ajik II, with some 
students during the groundbreaking ceremony of the Boys’ Dormitory.



October 4, 2018

RISTT participants graduate
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 The Department of Science and Technology, 
in cooperation with the Provincial Government 
of Tawi-Tawi, the Bongao Municipal Government, 
and the MSU-TCTO, conducted the Rural Impact 
Sourcing Technical Training (RISTT) last August 8, 
2018 until September 19, 2018. The training aimed 
to equip Filipinos in the countryside with skills and 
find employment in the online freelancing industry. 
It is being implemented in areas where there is 
high population but low employment due to lack 
of investors. This project seeks to increase people’s 
hirability by focusing on the development and 
improvement of the trainees’ ICT skills and utilize them 
for employment opportunities.

 The graduation ceremony of the RISTT 
participants was held on October 4, 2018 at the 
Marine Science Museum.

October 15, 2018

New student officers take oath, vow to support 
administration
Fatima Zahra I. Elloh

 The new set of the Supreme Student Council 
Officers for academic year 2018-2019, headed by its 
newly-elected president, Mr. Jaro Ajik II of the College 
of Fisheries, took their oath of office with Chancellor 
Mary Joyce Z. Guinto-Sali as the inducting officer at 
the Chancellor’s Office.

 The new set of officers of the Supreme Student 
Council are: President: Jaro H. Ajik II; Vice President: 
Joseph A. Angas Jr.; Auditor: Daniel Mohammad 
Zamlee Ladja Suhod; Senators: Ian Patrick S. Jaudinez, 
Abdel Aziz A. Ballon, Omarsharif A. Garwas, Alvarez S. 
Sala, Urduja J. Sauragal, Marife P. Aglosolos, Ahmed 
Saudi T. Omar, Jerson I. Edubos and Steven D. Idol.

November 4, 2018

Students open school year with fun, excitement
Fatima Zahra I. Elloh

 The students’ General Assembly and 
Socialization Night was hosted by the Supreme 
Student Council at the Henry V. Kong Gymnasium.
The event included the mass induction of student 
organization officers and the acquaintance party for 
the freshmen students.

November 8, 2018

Chancellor Guinto-Sali and Prof. Jamasali talk over 
the radio
Fatima Zahra I. Elloh

 MSU SASE coordinators headed by Yusof-
den Jamasali, Assistant Professor IV of the Physics 
Department, College of Natural Sciences and 

Mathematics in MSU - Marawi and the Chancellor 
were interviewed by the 94.1 DXNH FM Nutriskwela 
Radyo Kasannangan by its Program Manager, Mr. 
Rajiv Reiv Halirin, regarding the MSU SASE and the 
courses, scholarships and grants offered by MSU Tawi-
Tawi. They encouraged the students to choose MSU 
- Tawi-Tawi as their preferred school.

November 14, 2018

SSS Tawi-Tawi orients TCTO students
Fatima Zahra I. Elloh

 The Guidance and Counseling Office, 
together with the Social Security System in Tawi-Tawi, 
conducted an orientation on Social Security System 
Programs and Benefits for the graduating students 
held at the Henry Kong Gymnasium.

November 15, 2018

OCEANeS culminates techno-transfer of seaweed-
based organic herbal product development to its 
partners
Fatima Zahra I. Elloh

 The Culmination program of the two-day 
training on “Techno-Transfer of Seaweed-based 
Organic Herbal Product Development” was held at 
the Conference Room of Sabdani J. Bulante Hall.

 A total of 17 Badjao-participants were trained 
on the organic products. It was attended by the 
Chancellor and employees of the university.

December 7, 2018

TCTO faculty attend international training
Ayesha A. Hadjail

 A group of faculty members were sent to the 
International Training on Technological and Content 
Knowledge last December 7-9, 2018 at the Grand 
Astoria Hotel in Zamboanga City.

 They were: Fauzia K. Sali-Latif (COED), 
Shielamar J. Judan (COED), Altan I. Ishmael (Science 
High School), Rashidin H. Moh. Jiripa (CHILDS), 
Katrina H. Usman (CDC -LES), Sheila Mae O. Mahail 
(CDC-LES), Sahara A. Hapie (Preparatory High 
School), Rehina U. Sala (Preparatory High School), 
Carlos E. Pening (Preparatory High School), Mildred 
L. Salih (Preparatory High School), Jocelyn A. Pajiji 
(Preparatory High School), Rina L. Alih (Preparatory 
High School), and Amina S. Malandi (MSU Sapa Junior 
High School)
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OTHER MILESTONES FOR THE YEAR
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